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Studying abroad as an exchange student may be a really rewarding experience, full of new challenges and 

chances for personal development. Learning about different cultures, meeting new people, and broadening 

one's perspectives may all be part of an interesting and enjoyable study abroad experience. My name is Chih-

Lin Wu (M104610055). I’m a master's student from National Sun Yat-sen University. As an exchange student, 

I had the great chance to spend a semester at San Diego State University (SDSU). SDSU is a public research 

university in San Diego, California, with approximately 35,000 students who are diverse and accepting. When 

I first arrived at SDSU, I was amazed by how beautiful the campus was. The institution is built on a 

magnificent mesa with views of the city and the Pacific Ocean. The campus is vast, with multiple buildings 

dedicated to various academic departments, as well as student housing, food facilities, and recreational areas.  

 

SDSU's commitment to diversity and inclusiveness is one of its most notable features. The institution features 

a variety of programs and activities targeted at assisting minority students, and the student population has a 

strong feeling of community. As an exchange student, I was accepted and involved right away in this 

community, and I was able to connect with people from a variety of backgrounds. SDSU offered me a variety 

of academic options. I was able to attend classes in a variety of disciplines, including my own subject of study 

as well as courses in other fields that piqued my interest. SDSU teachers were all extremely educated and 

enthusiastic about their subjects, and they were always eager to meet with me outside of class to review course 

content or provide further assistance. I was able to participate in a variety of extracurricular activities outside 

of the classroom. I joined a community service-oriented student group. I  joined business-related clubs such as 

Business Consulting Club, Women in Business, and Start-up Club. These encounters were really fulfilling, and 

they provided me with a better knowledge of the society in which I lived. 

 

During my time as a student, I had the chance to pursue a variety of business classes, which provided me with 

a well-rounded education in the industry. Business Analytics, Financial Management, Marketing, and 

Financial Analysis were among the courses offered, and each one provided unique insights and practical skills 

that have proven helpful in my personal and professional life. 

 

           I learned how to use data and statistical analysis to make business decisions in Business Analytics. This 

course taught me to think critically about how data might be exploited to improve organizational performance 

by covering subjects such as data visualization, regression analysis, and predictive modeling. My Business 

Analytics abilities have been very valuable in my working life, as I am now able to recognize patterns and 

trends in data that may guide strategic decision-making. 

 

        In Financial Management, I obtained a thorough grasp of how to successfully handle money. This course 

taught me how to make educated investment decisions based on financial facts by covering subjects including 

financial statement analysis, budgeting, and capital budgeting. My Financial Management abilities have been 

very valuable in my personal life, as I now have the capacity to construct and maintain a personal budget as 

well as make educated investment decisions. 



 

             

        In Marketing, I learned how to develop successful marketing tactics that resonate with target consumers. 

This course included subjects such as consumer behavior, market research, and marketing mix techniques, and 

it forced me to think imaginatively about how to contact people and promote products or services. The 

marketing skills I received have been very valuable in my work life since I now have the capacity to build 

efficient marketing strategies that deliver outcomes. 

            

       The financial analysis class provided me with a thorough grasp of how to manage financial records and 

transactions. This course taught me how to prepare financial reports, analyze financial data, and make 

educated decisions based on financial information. It included subjects such as financial accounting, 

management accounting, and taxes. Accounting skills have proven very valuable in my working life since I 

now have the capacity to maintain financial records and transactions for my own firm. 

           

      In addition to academics, I got the opportunity to visit San Diego and experience all that it has to offer. 

One of the highlights of my trip was going to the world-famous San Diego Zoo, which houses hundreds of 

species from all over the world. I was amazed by the zoo's size and breadth, and I spent hours strolling around 

and marveling at the many exhibits. I also got the opportunity to see some of the city's other attractions, 

including the USS Midway Museum, which is situated on an aircraft carrier from the Vietnam War. This was a 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to learn about American military history and to see some of the machinery and 

equipment used by the Navy. Moreover, I also had a chance to attend the Start Up San Deigo event, which 

allows me to learn more about business in San Diego.  

         

       Another component of my San Diego trip that I will never forget is the opportunity to meet new people 

and make new friends from all over the world. I was an exchange student among a community of other 

international students, and we all shared the experience of being in an unfamiliar and odd area. This created a 

strong sense of community and support, and throughout my stay in San Diego, I developed many lifetime 

friends. It was also eye-opening and fascinating to connect with American students and learn about their 

viewpoints and experiences. 

 

      However, there were difficulties throughout my stay in San Diego. Throughout my time in school, I 

encountered a variety of challenges and difficulties. One of the most challenging challenges I had was 

adjusting to the university's academic atmosphere and expectations. SDSU is well-known for its tough 

academic programs, and as an exchange student, I was expected to keep up with a fast-paced curriculum and 

to finish assignments and tests to a high quality. Furthermore, the teaching style and methods employed at 

SDSU were different from what I was used to in my own country, making it difficult to follow lectures and 

comprehend course materials. 

 

    Moreover, another challenge was coping with homesickness and culture shock. Being so far away from 

home and in a completely new environment may be daunting at times, and I experienced feelings of loneliness 

and homesickness. Being active and involved in activities, on the other hand, helped to ease these sensations, 

and I was able to push through these difficult periods and emerge stronger on the other side. 

 

 

      Despite these challenges, my experience as an exchange student at SDSU was quite beneficial. The 

challenges I experienced drove me to grow and learn new abilities, and the relationships I formed with fellow 

students and faculty members enhanced both my personal and academic experiences. 

       

      



 

 

 

        In conclusion, my exchange student experience in San Diego was really educational and enriching. I 

learned a lot about American culture and myself, and I made many lifelong friends from all over the world. 

This experience has taught me the value of diversity and the importance of stepping outside of one's comfort 

zone. The school provided me with a supportive and inclusive community, a wide range of academic and 

extracurricular opportunities, and the chance to explore a beautiful and dynamic city. I am grateful for the 

experiences I had at SDSU, and I know that they will stay with me for years to come. And I would advise 

everyone who has the opportunity to study abroad to do so since it is definitely a life-changing experience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


