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Latvia, the country half-covered by nature with 19.3 million population, it is known for cheap living cost
compared with other European countries. In its capital city, Riga, where my exchange school named
“University of Latvia” is located, it takes merely two hours to walk around, discovering cathedrals,
museums, or historical buildings.

The reason why Latvia is on my top of the list would be the leveraged consideration on cost and benefit,
meaning that I could spend less money experiencing the most miserable western culture. Instead of the
tourist-favored spots, I would rather dig more deeper in the place that not many Asians are familiar with.

As to the University of Latvia, it is the oldest academic institution with multiple faculties, such as social
science, medical, education, etc. The reason why I chose to study in faculty of economics, business and
management is my curiosity on how European develop their economics and what aspect they have in
mind.

One of my classes is “Transportation and International business”, which I learnt how war affected the
transportation and further influenced the transaction nowadays. The subject enforces me to think more
about how historical background relates to political strategies. Professors in Latvia encourage students to
have creative thoughts and active connection to daily lives.

Like us, people in Europe are also curious about Asian conflicts or initial issues. Due to Erasmus program,
they could easily meet with other European, British, or even Americans for academic exchanges. However,
we don’t have this kind of program in Taiwan or other Asian countries. Thus, it could be difficult for us to
explore more other cultures.

During this period, I learnt that Latvian are proud of their culture and languages. Even they don’t have
abundant natural resources or absolute advantages on international market, they still have confidence.
Maybe it’s because that they just publicly announced to be independent less than 30 years ago. But it is the
positive mindset that we should acquire. In a global tribe, learning English is not the only way, even not
the effective way to be an “international talents”. It is your recognition of own culture with independent
thinking ability that makes you unique, identical, and even competitive. Besides, in Europe, you must learn
at least one more European language to blend in the environment. Speaking English is not enough at all.

Here I list down the actual benefits as an exchange student in Latvia:

Able to learn Latvian history and knowledge-acquiring mode

Able to observe different learning mindset and how other foreign people express themselves
Realize that globalization starts with the full respect on your own culture

Understand that learning languages, not only English, is the most useful skill

Adjust behaviors and self-expectation about future position in a higher or wider viewpoint

oo o

In conclusion, I would expect myself to boldly strive for more possibilities in development. And no longer
limits me in the so-called “most people would follow this way” loop. It is the exchange program that
encourages me to think independently with referable experience. What a journey!



