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The most special experience was my last week in France. Staying at a French friend's house in a small
village next to the Chamonix Mountains. I stayed with all of her families for a week, from breakfast to
dinner, getting along day and night, experiencing the most authentic French life. We went to a spectacular
waterfall together, took a ski lift chair to the other side of the mountain for a picnic, biked around the lake,
and participated in the annual local cowboy festival. We prepared our dinner together every day. We will
eat baguette (the most representative French bread), cheese, ham, etc. for each meal. When we got ready,
we would sit together in the cozy garden next to the house and enjoy the homemade dinner surrounded by
beautiful mountain and greens. Of course, I also made Taiwanese-style tomato scrambled eggs in return,
but it was easy to tell from everyone's reaction, my cooking skills still need to be improved. lol[]

In my opinion, the biggest difference between Europeans and Taiwanese is that they know how to enjoy
life and enjoy each day off. Working is not everything in our life. The way Europeans educate their
children is also quite liberal, and they are very willing to let the children try everything out on their own.

I remember vividly when we were climbing the mountain on the French Riviera (Cote d'Azur), we looked
up and saw a little boy climbing a rock wall at a high altitude. His family was sitting in the shadow for a
picnic. Me and my friends were very worried that we called his family over. Surprisingly, the parents
made everyone on the spot applaud and cheer for the boy. They kept praising the boy for being brave and
tremendous, and then let him crawl back on his own. Such a growth environment allows children growing
up in Europe to establish a mentality of being brave to take challenges.

I feel that my biggest growth is to become more brave and fearless, nothing is impossible! You lose 100
percent of the shots you don't take! But to be honest, looking back now, I still regret something I didn't do.
If there was a time machine, [ must go back in the time and wake myself up for who didn't do it in the end.
It's also important to seize the time, because six months go by so quickly, and I have to grasp every
minutes and seconds. Even on a no-class afternoon, I would go out to the library or ask my friends from
school to hang out together. Only when I go out will I have a chance to have an affair (just kidding XD).
But I bring this attitude of using the most of the time back to Taiwan, and always remind myself not to stay
in the comfort zone!

Because of my exchange student status, I told myself that this is the only chance in my life that I can travel
around Europe in this identity. This kind of mentality has made me try a lot of things I didn't dare to do
before (such as planning a 17-day vagrant trip in southern Europe, taking the initiative to approach
strangers, sleeping in the police station and even a park, diving in the middle of the sea, participating in
music festivals alone... etc.), I enjoy every small talks and deep talks I had during my travels. The human
beings I meet are amazing. Some people travel around the world while working remotely, some flew from
Australia at the age of 18 to experience life, and some had a good job but was tired of the day-to-day
banking life, resolutely quit the job and traveled around Europe... I have seen a lot of kinds of jobs. There
are really too many paths in life to choose from. Life has too many possibilities.

There are too many people to thank for during the period, my parents, travel partners, friends from every
countries, and of course, myself who decided to go abroad to exchange. These experiences will be turned
into my nutrients and stories, and will continue to accompany me in the future journeys.



