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Talking about my exchange life in Hong Kong, the impact of Anti-Extradition movement is the
most impressive part of it. The past few months have taken a heavy toll on Hong Kong" s most
vulnerable. From creating biohazards on the fly and heightening the risk to and strain on
street cleaners and repair workers, to the domino effect of the drastic decline in tourist
numbers, the unrest has not only thrown under the bus the voiceless but also allowed political
forces to use them selectively as scapegoats and battering rams in the ongoing blame game.
The government blames the protesters for disrupting the livelihoods of ordinary civilians;
the protesters accuse the government of being recalcitrant and the primary cause of Hong
Kong” s descent into anarchy. In the meantime, those who cannot pay, who may not vote and
who are not media-savvy end up bearing immense physical and economic costs. So much for a
brighter and better Hong Kong.

There is much that we ought to do. To begin with, spare a thought for the heavily underpaid,
severely overworked people tasked with cleaning up the mess left behind after both



large-scale rallies and small-scale confrontations.
The economic costs of shop boycotts and encirclement campaigns do not affect the wealthiest

and most privileged investors and business owners - rather, they are transferred to those
who can neither speak out nor fight back against forces and decisions beyond their control.
Given our collective wealth as a society, perhaps the government ought to ramp up its current
subsidies and of fer employment and vocational retraining to workers who have been laid off.



