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The University of Augsburg is a public university located in the third largest city in the state of Bavaria,
Germany. The university has seven faculties and is also home to a cute orange campus cat. The campus is
situated around a lake, which is a popular spot for students to have picnics and sunbathe during the spring
and summer months.

In all go courses, my top recommendation is the German course offered by the language center. Before
heading to Germany, I had already learned German up to level A2, but taking German classes in Germany
was a completely different experience. There was a significant gap between the A2 level in Germany and
in Taiwan. Although the teaching materials were similar, with a focus on A2 certification, the level of the
other students was very high. Some foreign students were even able to converse fluently with the teacher
in German. Additionally, classes were taught in German, which was difficult to understand at first, but I
eventually got used to it. If there was anything I didn't understand, I could ask questions at any time. The
teacher's English was also very good and they could explain in English if necessary.

In Germany, unless otherwise specified by the teacher, there are usually no assignments or attendance
grades during the semester. The final exam determines 100% of the semester grade. Therefore, consistent
effort throughout the semester is crucial. Otherwise, you will have to cram a month before the final exam.
The final exams in Germany are very difficult and it is easy to fail, especially if German is not your native
language. Writing the exam can be challenging for those whose mother tongue is not English. Therefore, I
recommend that students who plan to take courses in Germany start preparing for the exam early.

Transportation in Augsburg is very convenient, with trains stopping at the station from ICE to BRB. It
takes less than half an hour to travel to Munich by ICE. It is recommended for those who frequently take
trains for travel to get a BahnCard25, which offers a 25% discount on train tickets. In addition, the
Augsburg train station also has a stop for France's TGV high-speed train, which can go directly to Paris in
about 4.5 to 5 hours with stops in cities such as Stuttgart and Strasbourg in Germany and France,
respectively. If you want to travel to France, taking the high-speed train will be very convenient, and the
train compartments are spacious and comfortable.

Most of my time is spent traveling, and during my five-month exchange program, I visited 15 countries, so
I didn't have much time in Germany. For buying plane tickets for European travel, I suggest using
Skyscanner or GoogleFlight for searching and booking directly on the official websites to avoid third-party
booking sites as there are often flight delays, cancellations, strikes, etc. If an unexpected situation occurs, it
can be challenging to deal with the process through a third-party site. As for accommodations, try to avoid
booking through Airbnb. The quality of Airbnb hosts in Europe varies, and many of them even try to extort
Asian guests. | once encountered a landlord in Paris who falsely accused us of losing the key and
demanded a compensation of 3500 euros, but thankfully, we did not have to pay after Airbnb investigated.
Booking a hotel registered with legal entities such as Booking or Agoda may be safer, albeit with a higher
price, but at least you can ensure your safety while traveling.

I'm glad that I have the opportunity to go on this exchange program. I learned a lot of new things from my
exchange journey, and my horizons have become much broader, with clearer goals for the future.

If I could do it again, I would definitely choose to exchange for a full academic year instead of just one
semester, as living overseas is truly relaxing and enjoyable. Being able to improve myself in such a great
learning environment is very happy.



