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Vilnius Gediminas Technical University (VILNIUS TECH) is a public university located in Vilnius,
Lithuania. VILNIUS TECH was founded on 1 September 1956, when the Vilnius Evening Division of the
Kaunas Polytechnic Institute (now Kaunas University of Technology) was established. There are 10
faculties including Antanas Gustaitis Aviation Institute, Architecture, Business Management, Civil
Engineering, Creative Industries, Electronics, Environmental Engineering, Fundamental Sciences,
Mechanics, Transport Engineering. The university has about 10,000 students.

I highly recommend taking the Lithuanian Language course. The official language of Lithuania is
Lithuanian. The instructor is adept at teaching, encouraging students to speak or ask questions. If you
struggle to pronounce some words, she always corrects you with patience. In this course, one will be able
to learn words for greeting as well as numbers. It comes in handy when you try to buy any goods as you
can greet and thank the staff in Lithuanian which opens the heart of local people.

We spend most of the time in the dormitory after classes. There are not as many convenient options for
food as in Taiwan, so cooking your own meal is a must-learn skill for all exchange students. After
spending some time here, you will know where to buy a bottle of milk for the lowest price and compare
prices from different supermarkets. I even looked up for new recipes on the internet and tried to replicate
dishes common in Taiwan but not seen here in Lithuania. There are all things I have never done back
home. Other than that, I often use spare time between classes to travel. If you are on a tight budget or want
to save money, spending a lot of time to plan your trip is necessary.

It was a great honor to have this opportunity to do an exchange program at Vilnius Gediminas Technical
University and to receive the scholarship from the school. It was difficult to get used to the weather and
food in Lithuania. The capital of Lithuania is Vilnius, which is located at 54 degrees North. The
temperature dropped at around 10 in October and I had my first snow in November. Most Lithuanian food
is made with potatoes. The dish that shocked me the most is the pink soup, which is a kind of cold soup
made with beetroot. We Taiwanese are more used to warm soup, and yet the pink soup is not only served
cold but even adding sour cream. I had only had it for once and once is definitely enough. If you are going
at the autumn semester, it would be better to bring some thinker clothes and thermal underwear. You can
also buy winter clothes here or go thrifting at the local second-hand stores. There are not many places
selling Asian food, I recommend bringing food or sauces from home to relieve the homesickness.



