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1. Brief introduction to JKU

Johannes Kepler University Linz, so called JKU Linz, is a public institution of higher education in Austria.
It situates in the northeastern part of Linz. Talking to its accessibility, it takes approximately thirty minutes
ride from the main train station (Linz Hauptbahnhof), or 20 minutes away from the city center. In my
opinion, the location of the campus is great, because it makes us be able to enjoy and experience how chill
and how calm is the life there. Moreover, when the winter arrives, the surrounding mountains and the trees
there covered with white snow make the world become mysterious and fascinating, like the world in a
fairy tale.
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2. Courses & My learning experience

During this semester, I took four courses in total, including the pre-semester German Language course. For
me, the most impressing and challenging one is semester German Language course, which I gained lots of
sense of achievement from. The story behind this is that, this is the brand new language for me, since this
1s my first time learning German. At the beginning, I found German is not quite approachable owing to its
grammar structure and pronounciacion system are different from those of English. However, I am the
feeling that the learning curve of the new thing is always steep, but after making some efforts, I will be
kind of getting used to this new knowledge step by step. And eventually, I feel like that learning German is
really worth it. Not only because I got positive feedback from my teacher, but throughout the process of
learning and feeling, I could understand the deeper meaning embedded in this language. For instance,
German is always highly required to every details, which reflects how practical the German-speaking
people are. And I believe, what I have learned from the course above are the most valuable treasures I gain
in my exchange period.

3. Other

Speaking to the motivation to go abroad, experiencing different life style and traveling always take the top
two positions. Though I fully understand the risk of being infected by COVID, I have never considered
that was the significant factor which will push me away from experiencing the life style I pursue. Overall,
living abroad independently during the global pandemic makes me grow a lot and makes me be more
capable of addressing anything important. If I had to say here, one thing I experienced the most was that
you should not take everything for granted, instead, you must be patient, because it is impossible for you to
get everything without paying the equivalent amount of efforts, because when studying abroad, you are the
strongest back that you can depend on.

Finally, In conclusion, I highly recommend everyone to have an experience of living abroad if it is
possible, even though we are under the harsh condition caused by global pandemic. Because by doing so,
you will definitely know yourself again, and definitely know what the life you really want to live with, and
the most important are, being independent and taking the control of your life again.



