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Johannes Kepler Universitdt Linz (JKU) was established in 1966 as a comprehensive national university in
Linz, Austria. JKU is famous for College of Social and Economic Sciences, College of Science and
Technology, and College of Law. All programs in JKU have master's and PhD programs and begin the
spring and fall of each year in March and October. The campus covers a small area of about 90 acres, with
a man-made pond as the centerpiece, surrounded by grass and buildings.

During the six months of exchange students, I experienced a new learning mode which different from
Taiwan. Especially, one of the most impressive classes was the Creating Strategic Advantages offered by
the College of Management. Each week, the professor will introduce different strategic thinking models
(e.g., value chain analysis, PEST analysis, etc.) and apply the theories to cases for analysis. Each session
lasts about 90 minutes, and the professor usually allocates more than half of the class time for interaction,
during which students can communicate with each other and present their ideas to the professor. There are
no standardized answers for this type of course on strategy and analysis, so each interactive session is a
chance to listen to different perspectives and to spark different ideas. Besides, I also took German classes,
which improved my German language skills a lot. The German classes I took during the exchange period
were taught in German. I realized that you really need to speak the language in order to learn it, and I can
clearly feel that my German language skills have improved a little.

In addition to the study life, one of the biggest benefits of the exchange program is the time spent in other
countries and cities. The transportation between European countries is very convenient, so we can travel
between European Union countries by train, bus, or plane in a relatively low-cost way. Through these
travel experiences, we not only had the opportunity to experience the culture and living habits of other
countries, but also honed our ability to cope with unexpected situations.

Overall, this half-year exchange is both fulfilling and unreal. I took advantage of the six months to visit
numerous cities in 11 countries. In addition to experiencing the customs and cultures of different countries,
the trip was also an opportunity to learn about self-independence, problem solving, and stress resistance.
Traveling may seem like a fun thing to do, but it requires a lot of homework in the process of free travel,
and not all homework can make every trip go smoothly. At the same time, learning to manage time
between school and travel during these six months has also become an important issue.



