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My exchange journey at the University of Hradec Kralové (UHK) was a transformative chapter that seamlessly
blended academic rigor with profound cultural exploration. Located in the serene yet vibrant "Salon of the
Republic," UHK provided a modern and innovative learning environment, particularly within the Faculty of
Informatics and Management. The campus design itself was a revelation; the inclusion of comfortable bean bag
seating areas throughout the hallways transformed the university from a mere academic institution into a
welcoming home. In the freezing depths of the Czech winter, the warmth of the indoor facilities offered a
sanctuary where | could rest and reflect, a level of comfort and humanity | had never encountered in a university
setting before. This sense of belonging was further enhanced by the Erasmus Student Network (ESN), which
organized diverse activities ranging from local community service to deep dives into Czech history, such as

visiting the hauntingly beautiful Bone Church in Kutna Hora and exploring medieval silver mines.

This supportive atmosphere extended into the classroom, most notably in the Project Management course led by
Professor Josef. His systematic and logical approach to complex frameworks significantly sharpened my ability to
plan and manage large-scale tasks, a skill set that will undoubtedly serve as a cornerstone for my future career.
However, the true challenge lay in the cultural shift toward active class participation. Unlike the more reserved
academic culture | was used to, European professors demand a high level of engagement and critical thinking.
Being encouraged—and often required—to voice my opinions on real-world cases was an intense exercise in
confidence and English proficiency. Although the inherent flexibility of the European system could sometimes be
challenging—such as when a long-prepared presentation was suddenly shifted to a digital submission—it
ultimately taught me the vital art of professional adaptation and the importance of maintaining focus on the

learning process itself rather than just the final task.

Beyond the borders of Czechia, this exchange allowed me to traverse the diverse landscapes of Europe, each
destination offering a unique lesson. | marveled at the fashion and historical grandeur of Paris, the high-tech
precision of Munich, and the operatic soul of Vienna. While the lakeside beauty of Hallstatt provided spiritual
peace, the somber silence of the Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland forced a deep, necessary reflection on
human rights and the weight of history. A spiritual highlight was visiting St. Peter's Basilica during the Jubilee
Year, where | walked through the Holy Door and received a pilgrim certificate.. Perhaps the most exhilarating
adventure was a nine-hour polar drive through the snowy wilderness of Finland to reach Rovaniemi. Navigating
the "polar night" with my friends fostered a "revolutionary bond" and a level of resilience that can only be forged

in extreme conditions, teaching me the importance of teamwork and preparation when facing the unknown.

My exchange journey at the University of Hradec Kralové (UHK) was a transformative chapter that seamlessly
blended academic learning with profound cultural exploration. Located in the serene yet vibrant "Salon of the
Republic,” UHK provided a modern learning environment, particularly within the Faculty of Informatics and
Management (FIM). The campus design itself was a revelation; the inclusion of comfortable bean bag seating
areas throughout the hallways made the university feel like a welcoming home. In the freezing depths of the
Czech winter, these indoor facilities offered a warm sanctuary for me to rest and reflect. This sense of belonging
was further enhanced by the Erasmus Student Network (ESN), which organized diverse activities like visiting the

Bone Church in Kutna Hora, helping me deeply connect with Czech history and make lifelong friends.



The academic side was equally rewarding, especially the Project Management course taught by Professor Josef.
His systematic approach to complex frameworks significantly improved my ability to plan and manage tasks. The
true challenge, however, lay in the cultural shift toward active class participation. Being encouraged to voice my
opinions on real-world cases was an intense exercise in confidence and English proficiency, teaching me the vital

art of professional adaptation.

Beyond the borders of Czechia, this exchange allowed me to traverse diverse landscapes. | marveled at the
fashion of Paris, the high-tech precision of Munich, and the operatic soul of Vienna. While Hallstatt provided
spiritual peace, visiting the Auschwitz concentration camp in Poland was a sobering experience that forced a
deep reflection on human rights. A spiritual highlight was visiting St. Peter's Basilica during the Jubilee Year.
Walking through the Holy Door and receiving our pilgrim certificates with my friends was an unforgettable

experience that deepened my respect for European history.

One of the most exhilarating adventures was a nine-hour polar drive through the snowy wilderness of Finland to
reach Rovaniemi. Navigating the "polar night" while sharing snacks and encouragement with my friends fostered

a unique bond and a level of resilience that can only be forged in extreme conditions.

However, what truly made Hradec Kralové feel like home was the warmth of the local community. My friends and
| became regulars at several restaurants, forming genuine bonds with the owners, such as the couple at the
Korean restaurant and the kind staff at the Asian food stall. | will never forget the owner of a local Chinese
restaurant who teared up as we said our final goodbyes. This human connection turned a foreign town into a

place of comfort.

This journey taught me to embrace flexibility and realize that even when plans fail, the ability to find a solution is
what defines true capability. To future exchange students, | suggest entering this experience without any

preconceived notions. Every administrative hurdle or cultural adjustment is merely nourishment for your growth.
Embrace the slower pace, value the local culture, and let the beauty of the unknown reshape your perspective on

life.






