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Ghent University, located in Belgium, is also on the Dutch side. It is not an English country, but you can
choose from many English professional courses during school time. Using English for communication is
also available there. For the credits of courses, you must choose at least 20 credits in each semester. For
instance, my faculty is engineering and architecture, and I need to choose 15 credit courses from my faculty,

and others can choose which subjects I am interested in.




During the exchange period, I took a total of five courses. Three of them were from the Faculty of
Engineering: Planning Theory, Project Management, and Sustainable Energy and Rational Use of Energy.
The other two courses, Low Countries Studies and Global Minds, were from outside the engineering
faculty. Low Countries Studies was the course I benefited from the most. It introduced various aspects of
the Low Countries—Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg, including art, history, music, politics,
and social media. Each class featured different guest speakers who presented on diverse topics, helping
exchange students gain a deeper understanding and more fully integrate into Belgian culture and society.
The grading was based on 50% exam and 50% post-class reflections, making it a relatively easy course to
pass.

As for Sustainable Energy, [ would not recommend it to students who are not from a related major. I found
the course quite challenging because of the fast pace and the high level of technical content, which made it
hard to absorb. The final grade was based entirely on a 100% final exam, so I would not recommend it
unless you are well-prepared.

It's costly to live in Belgium. Except for traveling, I always cooked for myself while I stayed in the dorm.
Ghent’s supermarkets are diverse, and while they're more expensive than in Taiwan, they're still quite
affordable. If you miss Asian food, you can also buy ingredients in an Asian supermarket. Outside classes,
I traveled with friends from different countries. Although we sometimes argued, most of the time we had
impressive memories. During a short break, we went on a picnic or had beers in a bar to enjoy chill life.
Slow pace of daily life is another kind of culture, if I have the chance, [ wish I could have exchanged again.
Aside from improving my ability to solve problems independently, one of the biggest takeaways from this
semester of studying in Europe was gaining clarity about my future. Now I hope to pursue a master’s degree
and further my development in Europe. I find the overseas learning environment and system more suited
to me, offering greater inclusivity, flexibility, and more generous time management compared to Taiwan’s
academic system. My English proficiency also improved in this period, and I plan to continue working
toward this goal after returning to Taiwan.

I’'m especially grateful to my parents and the university for allowing me to broaden my horizons and step
out of my comfort zone. Exchange allowed me to immerse myself in a different lifestyle and educational
system. My independence and self-discipline have noticeably improved compared to before. Overall, this

journey has been incredibly rewarding.







