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a. Introduction of the University

Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat Minchen was founded in 1472 and is one of the oldest
and most prestigious comprehensive research universities in Germany. The campus is
situated in Munich, the capital of Bavaria, and offers an abundance of academic resources.
Students in the LMU Munich School of Management come from diverse national
backgrounds. Therefore, when participating in various courses and group discussions, |
had the opportunity to meet students from different countries. This environment allowed
me to learn about different cultures, develop cross-cultural communication and

collaboration skills, and broaden my international perspective.

In addition, LMU Munich has very convenient transportation. There is a subway station
located right next to the campus, making it easy to travel to various tourist attractions and
museums in Munich. People can also take FlixBus or international trains to travel to nearby

countries.




b. Academic Learning (Courses)

During my exchange semester at LMU Munich, | took two courses: Frontiers in Strategy
Research (Seminar) and Starting Up — From Ideas to Successful Business (A) (Seminar). Both
courses were conducted in a concentrated format during the first half of the semester, and

the final presentations were completed before the Christmas break.

The course that benefited me the most was Frontiers in Strategy Research. This course was
jointly taught by professors from the Institute of Strategic Management and the Institute
for Strategy, Technology, and Organization. In this semester, fifteen students enrolled in
the course, including twelve regular master’ s students and three exchange students. The
class was divided into five groups of three students to explore topics related to strategic
management. During the preparation for the final presentation, we had to read lots of
academic articles and related literature. Through academic discussions with my group
members, such as developing theoretical frameworks and establishing reasonable
hypotheses, | was able to enhance my critical thinking skills and learn from different

perspectives.

During the semester, each group also had two meetings with the supervisor. For the final
presentation, each student presented for fifteen minutes, making a total of forty-five
minutes per group. After each presentation, another group asked questions about the
presentation for five minutes. Afterwards, there was a thirty-minute discussion session
where the presenting group responded to questions raised by professors and classmates.
| found that most students in this course were very dedicated, and through the interaction

between students and professors, | was able to learn a lot about strategic management.

The course Starting Up — From Ideas to Successful Business was conducted online. In this
course, students worked with their group members to discuss and develop entrepreneurial
ideas. The course included six quizzes, three written group assignments, two peer
evaluations in which students provided suggestions for partner groups’ proposals, as

well as midterm and final presentations.




c. Extracurricular Learning and Life Experience

The ESN student organization and the dormitory service group organized various activities
and excursions. For example, participating in the Munich city tour helped me gain a deeper
understanding of the city’ s history and culture. By joining these activities, | was able to
meet many students from different countries and learn about their cultures through
conversations. Before the semester began, the dormitory also organized a “Meet Your

Neighbor” event, allowing residents to get to know each other.

| also found that participating in the winter semester exchange in Munich provided the
opportunity to experience many traditional cultural festivals. For example, Oktoberfest
takes place from late September to early October. From late November to December 24,
Munich hosts numerous Christmas markets throughout the city. From January 6 to
February 17, 2026, | was fortunate to witness the Schafflertanz, a traditional performance
that takes place in Munich once every seven years. In addition, there were carnival

celebrations in mid-February.

Besides experiencing Munich’ s cultural festivals, | also took advantage of my free time to
travel to other European countries. Some of the most memorable experiences included
visiting the British Museum and the Natural History Museum in the United Kingdom and
watching two musical theatre performances there. In Finland, | experienced traditional
sauna culture and visited Santa Claus Village, where | saw Santa Claus and reindeer. During
this exchange journey, | visited more than ten European countries, explored many
landmarks and museums, and experienced the food and culture of different European

countries.




d. Specific Benefits of the Exchange Program
e Experiencing the cultures and daily life of different European countries
e Broadening my international perspective
e Improving my ability to cope with pressure and adapt to new environments
e Enhancing my English and German language abilities as well as cross-cultural
communication skills

e Making friends from different countries

e. Difficulties Encountered During the Exchange
During my exchange period, | did not encounter any major difficulties that could not be
solved. In most cases, problems could be resolved by asking others for help or searching

for relevant information online.

f. Cultural Differences and Adaptation

| observed and learned about cultural differences between countries. However, since | had
previously traveled in Europe, | did not experience significant culture shock. | believe it is
important to maintain an open and respectful attitude when learning about other cultures.
Having curiosity and the willingness to explore new experiences allowed me to gain many

unexpected and valuable experiences during my exchange journey.

g. Personal Growth and Changes

This overseas exchange experience brought many positive changes to my personal
development. | gained a deeper understanding of different cultures and became more
confident in expressing my opinions in English or German in multicultural environments.
In addition, my independence, problem-solving ability, and adaptability improved
significantly. For example, during daily life in Munich or while traveling to other European
countries, | sometimes encountered situations such as transportation delays or subway
strikes. In these situations, | had to adjust my travel plans immediately or make alternative
arrangements in advance. These experiences taught me how to remain flexible in changing

situations and strengthened my ability to adapt to unfamiliar environments.




h. Reflections and Suggestions

| am grateful for having this exchange opportunity. | would also like to thank my family for
their support, which enabled me to participate in an exchange semester in Germany and
travel to other European countries. This experience broadened my international

perspective and allowed me to experience European cultures and daily life.




