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Pukyong National University is located in Busan, the second-largest city in South Korea, and
it's the only university in Busan situated entirely on flat land. Busan is a coastal city and can be
compared to Kaohsiung in Taiwan.

During my exchange, | took three courses: a culture class, a Korean language class, and a
Business Chinese class. The culture class was taught in English and covered various social issues
in Korea. It included group activities and movie screenings, and it was my favorite and most
highly recommended course. The Korean class was an elementary-level course. Since | had some
prior experience with the language, | chose “Basic Korean Il.” Although the class was taught
entirely in Korean, the teacher used simple sentences to ensure everyone could understand, so it

wasn't too difficult overall. Lastly, | took the Chinese class to interact with local Korean students.



This elective was for Korean students majoring in Chinese, and before the end of each class, we
had group discussions between Korean and native Chinese speakers, which was quite fun.

Outside of class, | also participated in a language exchange program organized by my
Korean teacher. Although I didn’ t attend many sessions, each time | did, | felt like | learned
something new in Korean. Plus, there were snacks provided, making it a very enjoyable
experience.

The most important takeaway from this exchange was the opportunity to experience the
daily life of locals. After receiving my Alien Registration Card (ARC), | was able to open a bank
account and sign up for real-name verified Korean apps. That' s when | truly felt like | was living
in Korea. In a foreign country, especially at the beginning when everything is unfamiliar, you have
to get used to doing everything on your own. This kind of experience really helped me develop
the ability to adapt to new environments.

Originally,  was someone who didn’ t like change and preferred staying in my comfort
zone. But living in Korea helped me realize that stepping out of my comfort zone isn’ t as hard
as | thought. During the first few days in Korea, | often questioned whether going on exchange
was the right decision. But after going through everything in that semester, | can now confidently
say that becoming an exchange student was one of the best decisions I ve ever made.

The main reason | chose Korea was because I’ m a fan of K-pop and also enjoy watching
League of Legends tournaments. | had always dreamed of attending a K-pop concert and
watching a live match in Korea to experience the atmosphere. Thankfully, this exchange gave me

the chance to fulfill those dreams, making the whole experience feel so worthwhile. 1" m also



incredibly grateful to my parents for supporting my exchange and providing financial assistance.
Lastly, I’ d like to give a piece of advice to anyone planning to do an exchange in Busan:
definitely buy the Busan Pass. It |l save you a lot of money when visiting tourist attractions and
enhance your overall travel experience. Another important thing is the Alien Registration Card
(ARC), which functions like a residence permit for exchange students. While the university offers
group applications for the ARC, the process is very slow. Since a one-semester exchange is only
about four months long, and it can take three months to receive the ARC through the school,
that only leaves one month to enjoy its benefits—like opening a bank account or signing up for
real-name memberships. So if you want to access these benefits sooner, | recommend making an
individual reservation for your ARC application online as soon as you receive your visa. | got mine
about a month after arriving in Korea, which was two months faster than the school-organized

method. That' s why | strongly recommend applying on your own.



