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Dear Valued Partners and Friends,

Greetings from the SKP Staff at Ritsumeikan University. We hope this message finds you well.

We are happy to announce that we will begin accepting nominations for the SKP 2026 Spring Semester
starting from today.

Before nominating your students, we kindly ask you to read the following information.

Changes from the previous Nomination/Application

Extension of Exchange Period not allowed

We allowed students to extend their exchange period after enrolling in the SKP program.
However, starting from the 2026 Spring intake, this will no longer be permitted.

Please ensure that you consult with your students and apply for the correct admission cycle,
selecting the appropriate exchange duration when submitting the application.

COE Web Form

Submission Method for Certificate of Eligibility (COE) Application

(Previous) (New)
Enter information in an Excel form and upload it | Applicants are required to submit a separate web
to the web application. form. The URL for the COE application form will be

sent together with each applicant’s ID and
password via email. Please make sure to submit the
COE application form by the same deadline as the

online application form.

Recommendation letter

(Previous) (New)

Required documents: Letter of Recommendation Both documents are no longer required.
Statement of Intent for Scholarship Application (for
JASSO/RUSSES scholarship applicants)

Submission of Pledge

Submission Method for Pledge Form

(Previous) (New)

The coordinator and the app“cant fill out a After the applicant completes STEP1 to STEP4 of the
application, the pledge screen will appear in STEP5. Once
on this screen, please log in using the applicant’s ID and
upload the completed PDF to the password, review all application details, and upload the
application system. digital signature of the coordinator to the application
system. After uploading the signature, be sure to click
the “Save and Continue” button. The signature will be
properly saved by clicking this button. Once the signature
is completed, please instruct the applicant to proceed to
STEP6 and click the “Submit” button.

designated Word form, and the applicant
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RUSSES Scholarships

The RUSSES Scholarship was originally scheduled to end, but it has now been extended until the end of
2026 Fall semester. Please note that the scholarship program may change starting in 2027 Spring
semester. Students who begin their studies in Fall 2026 and plan to study for one year may receive the
scholarship for a shorter period. However, students starting in Spring 2026 will not be affected.

(Previous) (New)
The RUSSES Scholarship was scheduled to The program has been extended until the end of
end after the Fall 2025 semester. 2026 Fall semester but may change starting in 2027
Spring semester.

Nomination Procedures

Nomination Guidelin nd Prer isit

Please check the Nomination Guidelines below before proceeding to nomination submission.
[Nomination Guidelines] : Nomination_Guidelines_ENG.pdf

As written in the guidelines, the academic requirement for applying is as follows:

The standard required GPA is 3.0 on a 4.0 scale (“B average”) or
Academic equivalent. If the exchange agreement specifies particular academic
Requirements | requirements, students must meet those requirements as outlined in

the agreement.

In accordance with the regulations of Ritsumeikan University, the above requirement criteria are strictly
applied in the screening process and no exceptions will be made.

r vailable — rack an m
Please advise your students to carefully review the SKP course lists from previous semesters for each
track and campus on our website to avoid any confusion.
SKP Course Lists from Past Semesters : Course Lists from Previ mesters | Ritsumeikan Universit
RITSUMEIKAN | Study in Kansai Program

[Important notes regarding SKP course lists]
e SKP students can select courses only from the course lists for each track and campus distributed

at the beginning of the course registration period. Students cannot choose from the full list of
courses offered to regular students. Research guidance is not provided to SKP students.

e Undergraduate students can only choose courses from the SKP course list designated for
undergraduates. Graduate students can register for courses from both undergraduate and graduate

SKP course lists.

e [nternational students are required by Japanese law to attend a minimum of 10 hours of classes per
week. Since one class session lasts for 95 minutes at Ritsumeikan University, you must take at least
7 class sessions of classes per week. You can register up to a maximum of 20 credits per
semester, including Japanese classes.

e Some courses have an enrollment limit. If oversubscribed, a lottery will be held. For such, we cannot
guarantee a seat for particular courses and all your desired courses.

e SKP students can generally choose courses offered at their home campus. If space is available,
students may apply for courses at other campuses. However, since the priority is given to students
from home campus, enrollment is not guaranteed. Additionally, travel between campuses takes
approximately 1 hour and 30 minutes, so course registrations that do not allow sufficient travel time
will not be approved. Students should carefully review the course lists from previous semesters
and choose their campus carefully.

e |JL track Japanese Language Courses require significant self-study. IJL students willing to take courses
offered in English on top of the pre-fixed IJL Japanese Language Courses are advised that they have a
flexible study plan. IJL students may register for up to two (2) English courses. However, since RCE
students have priority, IJL students may not be able to register for their preferred courses in English.

International Dormitory (I-House
Please note that the number of rooms in each of our dormitories (I-Houses) is quite limited, and
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unfortunately, we are unable to guarantee accommodation for all students.
Housing information for private accommodation options will be provided to students who are accepted
to the program.

Nomination Link and Nomination Period

[Nomination Form]

{ Nomination Period ]
Start: Monday, September 29 2025
Deadline: Wednesday, October 15, 2025, at 9:00 AM (JST)
*All times shown are in Japan Standard Time (JST).

Please note that late submission and resubmission of incomplete documents/details after the
deadline will not be accepted.

Students will need an ID and password to submit their application. The student’s individual ID and
password, as well as the URL for the application form, will be sent to both the exchange coordinator
and the student within one week of submitting the nomination form.

Nominating your student as a self-sponsored student
Acceptance of self-sponsored students from partner institutions is also possible. In principle,

nominations from each partner institution are accepted based on the exchange quota specified in the
student exchange agreement or the quota confirmed in advance through surveys or emails. However, if
the exchange balance is in favor of Ritsumeikan University (i.e., we have accepted more students than
we have sent), or if a partner institution wishes to send students beyond the agreed quota, nominations
as self-sponsored students are also accepted.

Regardless of whether the student is an exchange or self-sponsored student, nominations must be
submitted by the coordinator at the student’s home university. In the unlikely event that the SKP
program exceeds its capacity, priority will be given to exchange students who have passed the screening
process.

Successful self-sponsored students from partner universities are required to make a full, one-time
payment of the program fee within two weeks from the announcement of acceptance. Please note that
installment payments are not accepted. Failure to complete the payment by the deadline may be
regarded as withdrawal and result in the cancellation of the student's eligibility to participate in the
program. If the home university is making the payment and additional procedures or documents are
required in advance, please contact us immediately after submitting the nomination.

When nominating a student as a self-sponsored student, please select “Self-sponsored student” under
the “Application Status” section of the online nomination form.
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https://ritsumeikan.sakura.ne.jp/index.php?program_pk=1758771616&type=2

Please advise your students that they read the Application Guidelines carefully to its entirety before
proceeding with their applications. Incomplete applications will not be accepted.

[ Application guidelines ) : Application_Guidelines_ENG.pdf

Application Confirmation
Incomplete applications will not be accepted. Therefore, we ask exchange coordinators from our

partner universities to check their student’s application documents prior to their submission. The
exchange coordinator or lecturer can reconfirm the contents of their student’s application form and
uploaded data. This is possible online using each student’s log-in ID/PW. Please also advise your
students that they print and save the copy of the application form before submitting it by the deadline.

File Format of Application Documents
Each document must be uploaded in a specified format. If your students cannot proceed to the next

section, it is possible that the documents were uploaded in a format other than the one required. Please
make sure to upload the documents in PDF or JPG format, as indicated in the web form.

Application & COE Form URLs

The application and COE form URLs will be sent within one week after nomination, along with each
student's individual ID and password. This email will be sent to both the nominated student and the
exchange coordinator who submitted the nomination.

[ Application Period )

Start: Friday, October 3, 2025, 10:00 AM (JST)
Deadline: Tuesday, November 4, 2025, 9:00 AM (JST)

If you have any questions, please first check the KP | Application Guidelines FAQ.
If you still have concerns or need further clarification, feel free to contact us anytime.
Looking forward to receiving your nominations!

Ritsumeikan University
SKP Staff
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