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About Saint Mary’s University 
Saint Mary’s University (SMU) is one of Canada’s top primary undergraduate universi�es known for its 
interna�onal collabora�ons, leadership in entrepreneurship, and research that benefits local and 
global communi�es. Our programs in Arts, Science, and the Sobey School of Business are among 
Canada’s best and feature professors who are commited to the success of their students. Saint 
Mary’s provides our 6,000 students from 117 countries with a place that fosters possibility, excellent 
research opportuni�es, and a caring community in the heart of Halifax, Nova Sco�a, on Canada’s east 
coast. 
Address 923 Robie Street, Halifax, Nova Sco�a Canada B3H 3C3 
Website Saint Mary’s University  Why SMU  Social Media Directory 
Exchange 
Program 
Contact  

(Mr) Johnny Shaw & (Ms) Miyuki Arai, Global Learning & Intercultural Support Office 
Office loca�on: Atrium Building, Room106 (see campus map here) 
Office email: Global@smu.ca / Jonathan.Shaw@smu.ca / Miyuki.arai@smu.ca 

 

Eligibility and Requirements 
Defini�on of Visi�ng (Exchange) Student 
In the context of exchange and study abroad programs, a ‘Visi�ng Student’ is from a Saint Mary’s 
partner ins�tu�on and has obtained the home ins�tu�on’s approval (via a “Leter of Permission”) to 
take courses at SMU for transfer of credit to their home ins�tu�on. 
Language requirements 
Undergraduate students are expected to have English proficiency equivalent to the language 
requirements published here. An official English score is not required for undergraduate admission. 
Academic requirements 
There are no GPA requirements, but a grade of C or higher is required for pre-requisite courses. 
Other considera�ons 
• Visi�ng exchange students must be nominated by the home ins�tu�on.  
• The exchange program is not recommended for students who need a specific set of courses. Not 

all courses may not be available due to cancella�on, schedule conflicts, lack of pre-requisites, 
enrollment limits, etc. Students are most successful when they take elec�ve credits at SMU. 

Note about graduate candidates 
SMU Exchange Program is best suited for students to take undergraduate courses. Due to specialized 
curricula as well as different admission requirements, schedule, and fee schemes, not all graduate 
programs accept visi�ng students. Email Miyuki.arai@smu.ca to inquire before nomina�on. 

 

Academic Informa�on 
General subject areas 
See htps://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/undergraduate/programs/. 
Courses informa�on  
See htps://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/undergraduate/courses-az/.  
Note: DO NOT make study plans based on this website, since not all courses are offered every 
semester. Check courses by term below to see if courses are offered in the chosen exchange term. 
Course offerings by term  
1. Go to htp://selfservice.smu.ca/  
2. Select “Class schedule” 
3. Select a Term, “September-December 2025” or “January-April 2026” (Available from Spring2025) 
4. Select Academic Level (“Undergraduate”), Course Subject, and Campus (“Main”) 
Course load per term 

https://www.smu.ca/
https://www.smu.ca/future-students/whysmu/
https://www.smu.ca/social-media.html
https://www.smu.ca/student-life/campus-map.html
mailto:Global@smu.ca
mailto:Jonathan.Shaw@smu.ca
mailto:Miyuki.arai@smu.ca
https://www.smu.ca/future-students/internationaladmissions/is-language-requirements.html
mailto:Miyuki.arai@smu.ca
https://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/undergraduate/programs/
https://smu-ca-public.courseleaf.com/undergraduate/courses-az/
http://selfservice.smu.ca/
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Each course meets approximately 3 hours/week for 13 weeks plus an exam period and is worth 3 
credit hours. Visi�ng students need to register in a minimum of 3 courses per term (9 credit hours). A 
full course load at SMU typically consists of 5 courses per term (15 credit hours). 
Course registra�on 
Course registra�on is completed online via Self-service banner account. Register early! Once a course 
becomes full, students can join a waitlist but will not be guaranteed a seat in the course. 
• Course registra�on period for Fall term is open from May 1, 2025 – September 12, 2025. 
• Course registra�on period for Winter term is open from May 1, 2025 – January 16, 2026. 
[IMPORTANT] The majority of 2nd, 3rd, and 4th-year courses (numbered from 2000-4999) have pre-
requisites. Visi�ng exchange students cannot register in courses with pre-requisites straightaway. 
Students must first contact an academic advisor of the relevant Faculty (Arts, Sobey School of 
Business, Science) at SMU and request permission. Not all �mes such permission may be granted.  

 

Nomina�on and Admission 
Nomina�on process for the interna�onal office of the partner ins�tu�on 
Email Miyuki.arai@smu.ca to confirm the number of available exchange places, if not determined yet. 
For each selected student, the partner interna�onal office should inform via email to Global@smu.ca:   
1) student full name, 2) student email (personal email or university email, whichever the student 
checks most frequently), 3) exchange dura�on, e.g., “one semester”, 4) exchange period, e.g., 
“Fall2025” or “Winter2026”, 5) home university degree program and major subjects (e.g., “Bachelor 
of Science, Biology major”), and 6) confirma�on that the student will take undergraduate/Bachelor-
level courses at SMU.  
Please atach to the nomina�on email:  
7) an electronic copy of a Leter of Permission (use the template provided) and 8) the nominated 
student’s home university transcript in English (-- the transcript is not needed for admission but is 
cri�cal during course registra�on which starts in May for both fall term and winter term) 
Admission applica�on process for the nominated student from the partner ins�tu�on 
Following the receipt of an email from the home ins�tu�on, the nominated student will receive 
instruc�ons for an online applica�on. 
Nomina�on and applica�on periods 
• Fall2025: Nomina�on from March 24-April 24 2025; Applica�on from April 1-May 1 2025 
• Winter2026: Nomina�on from March 24-August 24 2025; Applica�on from April 1-Sept 1 2025 
Late nomina�ons/applica�ons will be accepted on a case-by-case basis. Email Miyuki.arai@smu.ca.   

 

SMU Fees, Tui�on and Money Maters 
How to access SMU student account 
Students can access the Student Account Centre by logging into their Self-service banner account. 
Click on the Student Tab and select the Student Account �le then select the Student Account Centre 
link. 
All Visi�ng Exchange students will pay the following fees (all amounts in Canadian dollars; rates 
below are based on AY2024-25, thus subject to change in AY2025-26) 
Students atending SMU in Fall2025 will pay: 

Full-�me Student Associa�on Fee $92 
+ U-Pass bus pass Fee $89 
+ Medical insurance (a package of Basic Int’l, 

Extended and Dental plans) $1445*  
+ Residence with mealplan $7713 (rate 

depends on room type; limited availability) 
Total $9339 (pay in one lump sum 
between mid-August and Sept 12, 2025, 
via CIBC Interna�onal Pay) 

Students atending SMU in Winter2026 will pay: 
Full-�me Student Associa�on Fee $92 

+ U-Pass bus pass Fee $89 
+ Medical insurance (a package of Basic Int’l, 

Extended and Dental plans) $961* 
+ Residence with mealplan $7713 (rate 

depends on room type; limited availability)  
Total $8855 (pay in one lump sum 
between mid-December and January 16, 
2026, via CIBC Interna�onal Pay) 

mailto:Miyuki.arai@smu.ca
mailto:Global@smu.ca
mailto:Miyuki.arai@smu.ca
https://ssb-prod.ec.smu.ca/PROD/twbkwbis.P_GenMenu?name=homepage
https://www.smu.ca/academics/payment-methods.html#CIBC
https://www.smu.ca/academics/payment-methods.html#CIBC
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*If insurance is unused, up to $961 may be 
refunded in January 2026. 

 
*If insurance is unused, up to $487 may be 
refunded in May 2026. 

Tui�on per course is $2450 (Arts), $2729 (Commerce), and $2654 (Science). Ancillary fee is $480/term. 
• Fee-paying visi�ng students should pay all fees by Sept12 (Fall2025) and January16 (Winter2026). 
• [IMPORTANT] Fee-waiver visi�ng exchange students will see their undergraduate course tui�on and 

ancillary fees s�ll charged at the start of the exchange semester. Disregard tui�on – a credit will be 
added to the Self-service banner account to offset the tui�on amount only at the end of September 
(Fall term) and at the end of January (Winter term). Ques�ons? Email Miyuki.arai@smu.ca. 

• Fee-discount visi�ng exchange students will see their tui�on charged at the start of the exchange 
semester. A discount is applied to their Self-service banner account only at the end of September 
(Fall term) and only at the end of January (Winter term). The remaining balance is due by Sept12 
(Fall2025) and January16 (Winter2026). Ques�ons? Email Miyuki.arai@smu.ca. 

Books: Budget $900 for 5 courses (i.e., $180 per course) – purchased via SMU Bookstore. 
If living off-campus, budget $2000+/month for rent, $400+/month for u�li�es, $500/month for food, 
for a total average of $2900+/month x 4months. See off-campus living informa�on here. SMU does 
not offer assistance with finding off-campus housing. 
See also:  

• Cost of Living in Halifax 
• How much does it cost to live in Halifax 
• Prepare your budget to study in Canada 

Note: Sales tax (the “HST”) of 15% is added to most purchases of goods and services. 
 

Other Informa�on 
Housing 
On-campus housing is offered, but spaces are limited. Fall exchange students should apply for 
residence as soon as admission is confirmed. Winter exchange students apply in October. For 
informa�on on online housing applica�on, cost, housing types, and meal plans, please see here.  
[Tip] A “Double room with a mandatory meal plan” and a “Double apartment with a mandatory flex 
dollar only meal plan” are propor�onally less expensive; however, students should use the most 
expensive op�on for budge�ng purposes since not all �mes students are assigned cheaper op�ons 
despite their preference. 
For informa�on on off-campus living, please see here. 
Insurance 
Health and Dental plans are provided by the SMU Students’ Associa�on (SMUSA) and are mandatory*. 
See the basic health plan here and the extended health and dental plans here. 
*Have insurance from your home country? “Opt-out” requests are considered only for students with 
CAD$2million coverage through their home ins�tu�on. Ques�ons? Email healthplan.smusa@smu.ca.  
Immigra�on 
Visi�ng students coming for an exchange program las�ng 6 months or less do not need a study permit 
(see source), thus do not need a Provincial Atesta�on Leter (“PAL”). 
Visi�ng students need either a visa or an Electronic Travel Authoriza�on (eTA) to travel to Canada. Find 
out which document is required by visi�ng here.  
Immigra�on applica�on processing �mes vary: 

• Most applicants get their eTA approval (via an email) within minutes. However, some requests 
can take several days to process if you are asked to submit suppor�ng documents. 

• Visitor visas applied from outside Canada could take 2 months or longer depending on which 
country you are applying from. Check processing �mes here and apply on �me. 

Ques�ons? Visit the Government of Canada website here and/or contact the SMU Interna�onal 
Student Services at Interna�onal.centre@smu.ca. 
Helpful Informa�on for Upon Arrival and First Week 

mailto:Miyuki.arai@smu.ca
mailto:Miyuki.arai@smu.ca
https://www.smu.ca/student-life/off-campusliving/
https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/in/Halifax
https://www.movingwaldo.com/moving-tips/cost-of-living-halifax/
https://www.educanada.ca/live-work-vivre-travailler/prepare-budget-preparer.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.smu.ca/student-life/residences-and-housing.html
https://www.smu.ca/student-life/off-campusliving/
https://studentvip.ca/frmPage.aspx?school_page_id=2195d825-5791-4de1-9e0c-bab9378b7f3a
https://studentvip.ca/frmPage.aspx?school_page_id=8ba70d69-e9f1-4c85-9d7e-cd0b772d54ac#parentVerticalTab1
mailto:healthplan.smusa@smu.ca
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/eligibility/study-without-permit.html
https://www.ircc.canada.ca/english/visit/visas.asp
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/check-processing-times.html
https://ircc.canada.ca/english/helpcentre/index-featured-can.asp
mailto:International.centre@smu.ca
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New to SMU Services for accessibility  Wri�ng & Language Support  Interna�onal Student Life 

 
APPENDIX – IMPORTANT DATES IN THE ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2025/26 

IMPORTANT DATES IN THE ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2025/26 
Fall semester extends from September to December, and Winter semester from January to April.  
2025 EVENT 
May 1 Course registra�on starts online for both Fall and Winter Terms of 2025-26 

academic year for Visi�ng students (Category C) 
End of August-
mid September 

Welcome Weeks and New Student Orienta�on (updated here) 

September 1 Administra�ve Offices closed. No classes - Labour Day. 
September 2 Academic year begins. 
September 3 FALL TERM CLASSES BEGIN. 
September 12 (a) Last day for adding and dropping courses in the Fall Term (Sept-December). 

(b) Last day for final payment of Fall Term fees. 
September 30 Administra�ve Offices closed. No classes- Na�onal Day for Truth and Reconcilia�on. 
October 13 Administra�ve Offices closed. No classes - Thanksgiving Day 
November 11 Administra�ve Offices closed. No classes – Remembrance Day. 
November 10-16 Fall Break. No classes. 
November 17 Last day for withdrawing, without academic penalty, from 3 credit hour courses. 
December 4 Last day of regularly scheduled classes in Fall Term. 
December 5-6 Study days. No classes/No exams. 
December 8 Start of formal final examina�ons in three (3) credit hour courses. 
December 19 End of final exams and end of the Fall Term. 
December 23 Last day University Administra�ve Offices are open before the holiday break. 
2026 EVENT 
Early January Welcome Weeks and New Student Orienta�on (updated here) 
January 5 Administra�ve Offices open. The academic year resumes. 
January 7 WINTER TERM CLASSES BEGIN. 
January 16 (a) Last day for adding and dropping courses in the Winter Term (January-April). 

(b) Last day for final payment of Winter Term fees. 
February 16 Administra�ve Offices closed. No classes - Heritage Day. 
February 16-22 Winter Break. No classes. 
March 10 Last day for withdrawing, without academic penalty, from 3 credit hour courses. 
April 3 Administra�ve Offices closed. No classes - Good Friday. 
April 6 Administra�ve Offices closed. No classes - Easter Monday. 
April 8 Last day of classes in Winter Term 
April 9-10 Study Days – No classes/no exams 
April 13 Start of formal final examina�ons. 
April 23 End of formal final examina�ons and end of the Winter Term.  

 
• Important Housing Dates: see here 
• Welcome orienta�on schedule: see here 
• SMUSA Health Plan Out-Out Period (for students with CAD$2million coverage through home 

university): August 15-September 25 (for Fall Term) and December 15-January 25 (for Winter 
Term)  

https://www.smu.ca/newtosmu/
https://www.smu.ca/student-life/fred-smithers-centre.html
https://studio.smu.ca/wc-home
https://www.smu.ca/international/student-life.html
https://www.smu.ca/newtosmu/events-activities.html
https://www.smu.ca/newtosmu/events-activities.html
https://www.smu.ca/student-life/important-housing-dates.html
https://www.smu.ca/newtosmu/events-activities.html

