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Seoul National University (SNU) is one of the top national universities in South Korea, and
is also well known for its strong academic reputation. SNU has many colleges and
departments and aims to educate students with diverse skills and cultivate their strong
adaptability. The main campus is located in Gwanak-gu, Seoul. The campus of SNU is large,
quiet, and has good living facilities, which provide a comfortable environment for students.
For the exchange program, SNU offers many useful resources, such as enrolilment/course
registration guidance, language classes, buddy programs, and administrative support.
Most of the SNU staff members, professors, and student buddies can communicate well in
English, which makes daily communication smooth. However, the course registration
process is fast and unfriendly to exchange students. There are limited courses available for
international students, and there are many restrictions on the classes. Even so, professors
show a really strong passion for teaching, and the atmosphere is active and positive.

During the exchange, | took two courses. The courses that benefited me the most was



Contemporary East Asian Culture and the Rediscovery of Classical Chinese. In this course,
students from different countries discussed Chinese, Japanese, and Korean literature
together. Through close reading and text-based analysis of modern and contemporary
literary works, the professor guided us to explore social backgrounds, cultural meanings,
and the psychology of characters. Students from different cultural backgrounds often had
very different interpretations of the same text. This experience helped me realize that
literary analysis does not have only one correct answer. Instead, meaning is built through
discussion, dialogue, and cultural exchange. Because the course required us to share our
ideas about specific paragraphs and respond to the professor’ s questions and
classmates’ opinions, | had many chances to practice speaking. Through continuous
practice, | improved my ability to express literary ideas in English and learned how to
respond to others’ opinions in a more logical and organized way. Outside the classroom, |
experienced Korean culture through language study, daily life, and travel. | joined a 13-
week Korean language program at SNU and was placed into a class after a placement test. |
studied Korean three times a week with classmates from different countries. This was my
first time learning Korean listening, speaking, reading, and writing in a systematic way.
With encouragement from the teacher, | also joined gatherings and meals with my
classmates after class, which helped me build friendships and gain new experiences. In
addition, | traveled and joined cultural and entertainment activities. By visiting different
places in Korea, | learned more about Korean history and social changes. Through

communication with local people, | learned how to adjust my behavior and communication



style in different cultural situations. | also attended esports matches, concerts, and
musicals, which enriched my daily life and allowed me to fully immerse myself in a Korean-
language environment. This greatly improved both my language ability and social skills.
Overall, this exchange experience was meaningful, fulfilling, and full of personal growth. |
became more independent, confident, and calm when facing uncertainty. | also gained a
clearer understanding of my strengths and weaknesses and started to think more seriously
about my future career path. | strongly recommend future exchange students to be
proactive, independent, and willing to ask for help in order to have a better experience in

Korea.



