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Temple University is a public university in the United States. In terms of its academic ranking, Temple
ranks 121 out of all the colleges in the US in 2023. Situated in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Temple is
extremely accessible, as the convenient public transportation system allows daily commuters and students
to go back and forth between Center City, located on the southside of Philly, and the main campus in North
Philly. Temple University owes its reputation to the proud tradition of its amazing student populace; the
school is also renowned for offering a wide variety of courses and majors, which provides students with
stable careers. Most notably, its students excel in business, medicine, education, and so forth. Students get
to put their knowledge to good use, as the school emphasizes greatly on providing students with practical
training and a robust networking experience.

American Military Culture aims at examining the subtle relationship between American society and its
reputation is a military powerhouse. Throughout the course, we take a closer look at how America, a
nation founded on revolution and military conflict, has evolved over the years. Mostly, the assignments for
this course are weekly readings and reflections. In addition to in-class discussions, this course is heavily
reliant on students’ interpretation of how the military shapes American history. There are two major exams,
a midterm and a final, administered during the period of study. The teacher, a student pursuing her post-
graduate studies, gave a lot of credit for our efforts and encouraged us to read more extensively about the
subject matter. Therefore, my final grade was rather a satisfactory, scoring 93 out of 100.

Introduction to Film Studies is a class that talks extensively about the film industry, all the way from the
different techniques employed in film-making, to the various aspects of cinema. The teacher is renowned
for being a tough grader, and he lives up to that reputation. Many of my fellow classmates suffered
immensely while taking the course. However, the course is really eye-opening, I learnt a great deal about
how a movie is filmed and produced. My final grade for the course is an A-.

The fencing class I took was really interesting. My coach treated everyone as if we were all beginners,
despite the fact that some of our classmates were well-acquainted with the craft. She also built our skillsets
from the ground up, we started with the basic movements and maneuvers and moved on to the more
advanced aspects of the sport in the later half of the semester. We even got to learn how to judge a fencing
match, which was truly unexpected. The experience was truly rewarding, both intellectually and
physically. I got an A for my efforts.

As a WWII fan, taking the course by the same name has been a dream come true for me. Through the
various lectures, assigned readings, and documentaries, we took a closer look at one of the greatest
conflicts in world history. We highlighted the various aspects of the conflict and the leadership of the
major players in this war; Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Joseph Stalin, Winston Churchill, Adolf Hitler, just
to name a few. It was a delight to listen to Dr. Gregory J. W. Urwin’s lectures. Dr. Urwin is an award-
winning scholar, whose work spans all the way from the Civil War, the Pacific Theater in WWII, to
modern conflicts. Dr. Urwin worked with the History Channel a couple of times, so one could catch him in
action every now and then. One of the greatest challenges to taking this course, not for me personally since
I am an English major, but for non-English majors was that Dr. Urwin often used sophisticated language in
his lectures. TRIGGER WARNING: YOU WILL SUFFER IF YOU DON’T HAVE A GOOD COMMAND
OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE! My final grade for the course is a solid A.

Taking Intro to American Literature is rather easy for me. As an English major, this is our bread and butter.
Therefore, the class is relatively easy for me. Interestingly, since English is the native language of most
Americans, this class aims not at reading and interpreting every single line, but rather tries to cultivate a
general understanding of the assigned readings and discuss about its significance to American culture. This
is truly an enlightening class for a foreigner like myself. Mr. Kaufmann is also a really nice teacher; he
doesn’t discriminate people’s ideas and tries to help us in every way. My final grade for this amazing
course is a solid A.

This has got to be one of the most interesting classes I have ever taken! Before I came to the US, I knew
that the Cold War had had a significant impact on American culture, so taking this class is an absolute
blast. Therefore, I’ve cultivated a deeper understanding when taking this course than other exchange
students. Moreover, what is more surprising about this course is that our lecturer, Dr. Ralph Young was a



part of the cultural and political left back in the day; in other words, he was a hippie! He participated in
many of the major events during the Cold War and even met a handful of celebrities in person, including
poet Alan Ginsberg, Martin Luther King Jr., Pete Seeger, and so on. Dr. Young even brought a piece of the
Berlin Wall to class one day! My final grade for this absolutely amazing course r A-.

Independence” and “Self-reliance” are often misunderstood in our society, especially among college kids.
We have come to expect that as long as we fledge our wings and fly away from our parents, we have
become independent. Yet, independence takes on a different meaning for most exchange students after they
have visited the old US and A. America is a huge nation, covering a great piece of land. Getting from point
A to point B is difficult for most people should they don’t have a car. This still rings true in a city like
Philly, despite the many conveniences brought about by the public transportation system. Therefore , one
will cultivate the ability to travel in air, on land and sea when satisfying his or her wanderlust around the
country.

The high prices of food and exorbitant living costs in the US also takes some time to get used. In response
to this, I decided to learn how to cook on my own. I went from cooking rice with an ordinary pot to dishing
out gourmet cosine, but it takes time, effort, and a great deal of dedication. It was a process from eating
like a Neanderthal to going full Gordon Ramsay.

In terms of entertainment, Philly offers a wide variety of choices. The blood of an athletic and dynamic
heritage flows in the bodies of Philadelphians. We are home to Rocky, the Philadelphia 76ers, the Phillies,
and our pride, the Eagles. Simply put, the city is housed by people who are genuinely proud of our sports
teams. Furthermore, Philly is also artistic city. Our museums boast the awesome collections of
masterpieces from all around the globe, including Monet, Andy Warhol, Van Gogh, and many more. In
essence, the City of Brotherly Love is a dynamic city that never sleeps. Studying in Philly allows me to
breathe and take in all the wonderful things it has to offer and gradually, identify myself as part
Philadelphian.



