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Spending a semester at HHL Leipzig Graduate School of Management was one of the
most rewarding experiences in my academic journey. HHL, founded in 1898, is
among the oldest business schools in Europe, located in Leipzig, a charming
university town that feels both convenient and welcoming. Compared to cities like

Berlin or Frankfurt, Leipzig is cleaner and calmer, yet never boring. From trams



stopping right in front of the campus to cozy student canteens, it quickly became a

place | could call home.

Campus life was simple but full of small discoveries. The Mensa, run by
Studentenwerk Leipzig, was my go-to for lunch, even though the staff never spoke
English and often looked stern. A polite “Dankeschon” at checkout, however,
sometimes earned a smile. Classrooms were spread across three main buildings—
AH, SB, and UH—and | especially enjoyed the late-night study rooms in AH, which
were always open. Outside, a large park with a river and sunset views made the

campus atmosphere even more special.

Academically, | benefited most from two courses. Leading High Performance Teams
with Dr. Renate Osterchrist was not only about leadership theories but also about
experiencing teamwork through interactive activities. She was a highly engaging
professor who shared both academic depth and personal warmth—often bringing
chocolates to class and chatting with students after lectures. The other standout was
Innovation Management & Corporate Entrepreneurship with Dr. James Downs, an
HHL alumnus. His teaching was practice-oriented, covering everything from defining
innovation to navigating its uncertainties. The course ended with him inviting
students to a beer garden, a very “German” conclusion that reflected the balance of

seriousness and friendliness at HHL.

Outside class, | explored both Leipzig and other German cities. Thanks to the student
transport pass, weekend trips to places like Hamburg, Nuremberg, and Dresden were
almost free, though always long by local train. Within Leipzig, there were countless
activities—museum free days, rowing on the rivers, visiting the zoo, or simply
relaxing by lakes such as Kulkwitzer See. | also joined events organized by Wilma
Erasmus Leipzig, which made it easier to connect with students from other

universities.

Living abroad without speaking German was both frustrating and transformative. In
Berlin, | managed well with English, but in Leipzig even buying a tram ticket became
an adventure. There were moments when people ignored me, when | got lost, or
when | had to figure out things entirely on my own. At first, it felt discouraging, but
gradually | realized that stepping forward—asking questions, insisting on
communication—was the only way to survive. In Taiwan | often stayed quiet, but in
Germany | had no choice but to speak up. This shift made me more independent,

proactive, and confident in handling uncertainty.



Looking back, | don’t think | encountered any true crises. There were just challenges
that pushed me out of my comfort zone. Leipzig taught me resilience, financial
discipline, and how to build a life from scratch in a foreign place. Most importantly, it
reminded me that while cities and courses matter, what truly shapes the experience

are the people you meet and the courage you bring.
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