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(2)School Introduction
About Fukui University

Fukui University, a national university in the Hokuriku region of Japan, has two
campuses: Bunkyo Campus and Matsuoka Campus. Most exchange and regular
students are based at the Bunkyo Campus. Exchange students, typically from
Japanese or foreign language departments, often choose the International Regional
Studies Department. However, as an electrical engineering major, I naturally chose

the Engineering Department. The choice of department doesn’t significantly impact
the experience, as the university requires you to take at least one course in your
department.

The university has a building dedicated to Japanese language classes for exchange
students, which also houses the international office. Many initial procedures require
visits to the international office, and the first floor of this building has two areas for
international students to interact, eat, and do homework. SC, an organization
dedicated to fostering interaction between Japanese and international students, also
hosts many activities on this floor. It's worth following their Instagram to see if there

are any activities you’d like to join.

Accommodation Options

As an exchange student, | stayed in the International Exchange Student Dormitory,
which is shared with Japanese students. There are three main dormitories: the
International Exchange Student Dormitory (off-campus), the International Student
Hall (off-campus), and Makishima (on-campus). The primary difference between on-
campus and off-campus dorms is that off-campus dorms require you to apply for Wi-
Fi from a provider, and a tutor will help you handle these initial arrangements. It's
helpful to know other students from your home country to manage these tasks
together.

I chose to stay in the International Exchange Student Dormitory because it’s the
cheapest and doesn’t require gas payments. However, the showers are external and
cost 100 yen per use. Despite this, | liked the wooden floors of the rooms and would
choose the same dormitory again. The downside is that the sink in the room doesn’t
have hot water during winter, so | used the public sink in the bathroom area, which
does have hot water.



Transportation
The nearest station to the university is Fukudaimae Station on the Echizen Railway.

To get to busier areas, you need to take the Echizen Railway to Fukui Station.
Fortunately, the year | went for my exchange, a new Shinkansen line was added to
Fukui Station, making it very convenient to travel to Tokyo, although it is expensive.
However, traveling to Kyoto and Osaka became more complicated, requiring two
transfers. Ultimately, travel time depends on your budget. It’s also convenient to
travel to Nagoya, as there are direct buses to Nagoya Station, which also has an
airport. However, I'm not sure if you can get your residence card on arrival when
entering from Nagoya.

The nearest airport is Komatsu Airport, but you cannot get your residence card
immediately upon arrival there. Komatsu is quick to reach from Fukui, and there are
direct buses, although they run infrequently. My first arrival in Japan was through
Komatsu.

(2)Overseas Study Courses (Academic)

I was placed in Japanese 3, which includes an elective writing course. Before
going to Japan, I wasn’t very proficient in anything other than reading. However,
because of the weekly essays required in the writing class and the teacher’s detailed
explanations on how to write and develop each essay, and what sentence structures to
use, | found my writing skills improved significantly. I learned how to construct
sentences and describe things more effectively.

(3)Extracurricular Learning (Outside of Classes)

Outside of classes, it’s essential to have the courage to meet and talk to Japanese
people. Clubs typically don’t accept students staying for just one semester, so I didn’t
join any. However, there is another organization similar to clubs but more friendship-
oriented called Sakuru, which is worth participating in. I couldn’t join the Sakuru I
wanted due to scheduling conflicts, but talking to Japanese people is the fastest way to
improve your Japanese speaking skills.

(4)Concrete Benefits of Exchange/Study Abroad (L.ist)

®Improved Japanese speaking and listening skills.

®@Increased courage to speak an unfamiliar language, reducing the fear of making
mistakes.

®Practiced independent living and problem-solving skills.

@Improved cooking skills, as eating out is expensive.

®Learned to take better care of myself.



(5)Challenges Encountered During Overseas Life and Solutions

On my first day in Japan, commuting with large bags was extremely exhausting. |
recommend not bringing too much luggage if the school is far from the airport. It’s
better to buy necessary items locally.

(6)Cultural Shock During Overseas Life and Adaptation

In Japan, motorcycles are uncommon, and if you don’t have a bicycle, you’ll have
to walk long distances daily. | eventually bought a second-hand bicycle, which made
commuting much more convenient. Additionally, unlike in Taiwan, there aren’t many
places to eat out in Japan, so learning to cook and grocery shop is a necessary skill.

(7)Personal Growth and Changes Due to Overseas Experience

The most significant change brought by my exchange experience is losing the fear
of speaking with foreigners, whether in English or Japanese. I realized that speaking
English is quite simple compared to Japanese, and it's a subject | am more proficient
in. I'm grateful that I became more courageous in practicing unfamiliar languages.

(8)Reflections and Suggestions

For those considering an exchange in Japan, living in rural areas is cheaper, but
traveling to other prefectures is expensive. Personally, | prefer urban areas for their
convenience and abundance of food options. Making friends in a foreign country is
crucial because when you need help, friends are the best resource. Always ask friends
when unsure, and handle things together whenever possible. The key is not to be
afraid of making mistakes and to be open to trying new things. The results are often
rewarding when you take that brave step forward.



