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In the 112-2 semester, | participated in a one-semester exchange program at the Czech Technical University (CTU) in
Prague, Czech Republic. Initially, | chose Prague due to a classmate's recommendation, but the exchange experience

exceeded my expectations by far.

The Czech Technical University is located in the capital city, Prague, and offers a convenient geographic location with
easy access to multiple bus, tram, and metro stations, making the city center just 15 minutes away. The campus area
also provides convenient living amenities, including supermarkets and restaurants. CTU is renowned for its

excellence in engineering and technical fields and is a well-known university in the region.

During my exchange, | attended the university’ s School of Business and took two courses: English for Intercultural
Communication and Meetings and Negotiations in English. These courses aligned well with my personal needs as |

hoped to interact with local students and hear the perspectives of peers from various countries.

The classroom atmosphere was relaxed, with minimal exams and a focus on presentations and sharing, which
allowed for more travel time. In the intercultural communication course, two teachers co-taught the class, each
focusing on different areas. The first teacher emphasized communication skills, while the second one focused on
improving our language accuracy. They prepared a series of culturally related questions for discussion, creating an
engaging and practical class environment. Students came from Taiwan, the Czech Republic, India, Chile, and France,
each bringing unique cultural insights, making the discussions fascinating. This course did not have exams, only a
final individual presentation, and class discussions were based on the themes and questions prepared by the

teachers. It was a useful and enjoyable course.

The second course, Meetings and Negotiations in English, was somewhat different from what | expected. The
teacher primarily taught us the appropriate ways to speak and use correct English during international negotiations.
Each class involved textbook-based exercises focusing on various types of negotiations, culminating in a final exam
that tested us on the negotiation phrases we had learned. | found the teachers to be quite accommodating

regarding student absences, respecting personal matters and individual priorities.

| highly recommend these two courses, especially to students who want to spend more time traveling. The courses
are less demanding and allow for three absences, perfect for those eager to explore Europe. Besides these two
courses, | didn’ t take any other classes, including language courses, due to my limited time in Prague. | believe that
with proper personal planning and a clear understanding of one's goals, it'" s possible to balance serious study and

the opportunity to travel the world.

Moreover, through this exchange, | experienced a new culture and environment, which has inspired me to consider
working in Europe in the future. The relaxed lifestyle, diversity, friendliness, and inclusiveness of European culture are

things | have always longed for. Without this opportunity, | would not have discovered the beauty of Europe.



Fortunately, | didn’ t encounter any major issues while abroad, except for one cultural shock regarding greetings. In
Taiwan, when entering a restaurant, we usually nod in response to the staff’ s greeting. However, upon entering a
restaurant in the Czech Republic, when the staff said “Hi," | nodded as usual but was corrected and told to respond
verbally. This taught me to always say “Hi” when entering and “Bye, have a nice day” when leaving. This
difference in etiquette was quite interesting.

Apart from this, | did not face any other cultural shocks or difficulties, as | am already accustomed to an international
environment due to my studies in an international program with many international students. In conclusion, |
encourage everyone to seize opportunities to travel abroad. Personally, | have visited 25 countries, and | take great
pride in that.
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