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Technische Hochschule Ingolstadt (THI) is a university of applied sciences, well-
regarded for its emphasis on practical education and strong industry connections. The
university specializes in automotive engineering, artificial intelligence and data science,
and international business and management. Due to its close ties with Audi, THI" s
automotive engineering program is highly esteemed in Germany. The university also
houses an innovation center focused on cutting-edge research in emerging technologies,
making it an excellent choice for students interested in applied sciences and innovation.
One of the most memorable courses | attended was "Successful Negotiation in
the Global World." The professor, with years of business experience in East Asia, had a deep
understanding of cultural differences. The course involved cross-cultural group projects,
pairing Asian and European students to explore cultural contrasts and develop negotiation
strategies. Through this collaboration, | was exposed to different perspectives and learned
to adapt my communication style. For instance, the professor emphasized the importance




of eye contact during presentations, a skill that many Asian students, including myself,
tend to overlook. This experience not only improved my presentation skills but also
boosted my confidence in cross-cultural communication. Working with international peers
helped me appreciate diverse viewpoints and develop a more global mindset.

Living in Germany offered countless opportunities to explore Europe. During my
free time, | traveled to multiple countries, encountering both exciting and challenging
situations. One recurring challenge was dealing with Deutsche Bahn' s (DB) notorious
train delays. These disruptions often forced me to quickly adapt, finding alternative routes
using mobile apps or re-planning my itinerary on the spot. Such experiences enhanced my
problem-solving skills and taught me to remain calm under pressure.

Beyond logistical challenges, | had the chance to immerse myself in different
cultures, from exploring historical landmarks to experiencing natural wonders like the
Northern Lights. These adventures expanded my horizons and deepened my
understanding of the world. Studying abroad in Germany profoundly shaped my personal
growth. | became more adaptable, learning to handle unexpected challenges like travel
disruptions with flexibility and composure. My English communication skills improved
significantly through daily interactions and presentations, helping me express myself more
confidently. Living in a multicultural environment broadened my worldview as | connected
with people from diverse backgrounds and experienced different cultures firsthand.
Managing daily life independently taught me self-reliance, while visiting historical
landmarks brought history to life and deepened my appreciation for the past.

Overall, this journey was transformative, equipping me with invaluable skills,
perspectives, and a stronger sense of confidence. Living abroad also taught me the
importance of self-confidence and assertiveness. In Germany, expressing one’ s thoughts
is crucial; staying silent may be perceived as indifference. For example, while Germans are
generally helpful, they often wait for you to ask for assistance. This cultural nuance
encouraged me to advocate for myself more effectively. Of course, not all experiences were
positive. | encountered moments of cultural misunderstanding and even instances of racial
discrimination. These challenges tested my resilience, but they also strengthened my
ability to maintain a positive mindset and adapt to unfamiliar environments.

Studying in Germany has been a transformative experience that |
wholeheartedly recommend. Germany’ s central location in Europe makes it a convenient
hub for travel, and affordable transportation options, such as monthly passes, help reduce
costs. Exploring different countries allowed me to witness history firsthand and marvel at
nature’ s beauty, leaving me with unforgettable memories. Moreover, Germany’ s young
population is generally proficient in English, making it an excellent destination for




improving language skills. | am deeply grateful to my parents for supporting me in
pursuing this exchange program during the final stage of my studies. It has been one of
the most enriching chapters of my life, filled with growth, adventure, and lifelong
memories.
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