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| spent a year as an exchange student at Technische Hochschule Niirnberg Georg Simon Ohm.
This university, located in Nuremberg in southern Germany, is renowned for its emphasis on
engineering, business, and practical education. With a welcoming atmosphere for international
students, Ohm provided exceptional support to help us adapt. Each student was paired with a
buddy who assisted with everyday challenges, and the university organized free German
language classes and cultural activities. These initiatives made adjusting to a new environment

smoother and more enjoyable for me.

One of the courses that stood out during my time there was the German A2/B1 speaking class.
Every week, the teacher introduced us to engaging topics for discussion. For instance, we once
explored the vast variety of German sausages, where | was astonished to learn that the country
boasts over 4,000 types. The teacher not only remembered each student's name and interests
but also encouraged us to speak freely without fear of making mistakes. Her teaching
approach boosted my confidence in using German for daily communication.

My life outside of academics was equally enriching, packed with new experiences and personal
growth. In Taiwan, | rarely cooked, but in Germany, where dining out can be expensive, | began
cooking regularly. Over time, | learned to prepare various dishes, turning cooking into a hobby
| now take pride in. Additionally, | visited numerous museums, often benefiting from student
discounts, and used my free time to travel to countries like France and Italy. Despite being in
close within Europe, each nation offered its unique culture, language, and way of life. These

trips broadened my perspective and nurtured a sense of open-mindedness.



| also noticed a distinct difference in classroom dynamics. German students actively shared
their opinions and participated in discussions without hesitation. Initially, | was too shy to
contribute, but gradually, | began joining these conversations. Through this experience, |
realized my ideas held value as well and that asking questions is an important part of learning.
Perhaps the most significant personal growth | experienced was learning to worry less about
others' opinions. Before my time in Germany, | hesitated to take a year abroad because many
of my classmates back in Taiwan had already started working. However, | discovered that in
Europe, it' s entirely normal to take a gap year or pursue studies overseas. People there
embrace different paths without judgment, which helped me relax and focus on what truly

mattered to me.

My exchange year at Ohm turned out to be an extraordinary journey of growth and discovery. |
improved my language skills, became more self-reliant, formed international friendships, and
gained deeper insights about myself and the world around me. For anyone seeking an
experience that combines personal development, cultural exploration, and education, |

recommend venturing into an exchange program like this one.



