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Studying abroad in Germany for six months was one of the most enriching
experiences of my life. Ever since | started university, | had been curious about
what it would be like to study in a foreign country, and this exchange gave me the
perfect opportunity to explore that. More importantly, it helped me reflect on

whether | would want to pursue my master’s degree in Europe in the future.

During my time at Kiel University, | noticed several differences between the
German and Taiwanese education systems. One of the most striking aspects
was how engaged German students were in class. They actively participated in
discussions, confidently expressed their opinions, and approached learning with
a strong sense of responsibility. This level of enthusiasm was inspiring and
encouraged me to be more vocal in academic settings. Another cultural
difference that stood out to me was how students showed appreciation at the
end of a lecture—not by clapping, but by knocking on the table, which was

something | had never seen before.

The university itself had excellent facilities, making it an ideal place to study. The
classrooms were well-equipped, and the library was modern and spacious,
providing a great environment for both individual and group study sessions. What
| particularly appreciated was the range of student benefits. The cafeteria offered
meals at a very affordable price, which made dining on campus convenient.
Another major perk was the semester transportation ticket, which allowed
students to travel across different regions in Germany using public
transportation without extra costs. This made exploring new cities much easier

and was one of the biggest advantages of studying in Germany.

Beyond academics, one of the most unforgettable parts of my exchange was the
opportunity to travel across Europe. Thanks to the location, | was able to visit
several countries and immerse myself in different cultures. Each trip gave me the
chance to experience something new—whether it was admiring the historical
charm of Prague, standing in front of the Eiffel Tower in Paris, or enjoying the
fantastic food of Italy. | also loved experiencing the unique traditions and

lifestyles of each country.

These travel experiences helped me grow in ways | never expected. Navigating

unfamiliar places, adapting to different languages, and interacting with people



from diverse backgrounds strengthened my independence and problem-solving
skills. Traveling alone or with friends required me to plan efficiently, think quickly,
and embrace unexpected challenges. It was through these experiences that |
gained more confidence in myself and became more adaptable to new

environments.

Looking back, this exchange was much more than just an academic
experience—it was a journey of personal growth, cultural discovery, and self-
reflection. It has broadened my perspective on the world and deepened my
appreciation for different cultures. | am incredibly grateful for this opportunity,
and | know that the lessons | have learned will continue to shape my future in

meaningful ways.
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