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The University of Hradec Kralove (UHK) is located in Hradec Kralove, on the right-hand side
of the Czech capital, Prague. The university can be reached by direct train in about 1 hour
and 35 minutes. By bus and train from Prague Airport to the dormitory Palachova, about 3
hours each way. UHK started with the Faculty of Education and established other faculties,
with campuses scattered around city centers, but all accessible by bus.




During the exchange period, | chose two language courses (German and Czech), one skiing
course, and four professional courses (Academic Writing, Business English, Marketing
Research, and Project Management). The courses were casual. The professors did not make
things difficult for exchange students, which made them highly recommended for people
who want to spend more time exploring Europe. The only thing you need to pay extra
attention to is the skiing class. Because of the limited vacancies, the faculty of Management
has the priority, and an in-cash deposit is required. Many students waited until the
beginning of the semester to go to the professor, which was a few days later than others or
even minutes, they lost the opportunity to take the class. If you are sure you want to
experience skiing in the European area, you must go to the professor immediately to pay
the deposit. Overall, UHK provides a very attractive program for international students.

Before going to the Czech Repubilic, it is highly recommended that you download an
online language learning application and study some basic Czech, as it will help you a lot in
the first month of your stay. Most of the supermarkets, announcements on trains, and
restaurants are in Czech only; even English translations are rare. Therefore, learning basic
Czech will save a lot of time and cut down translation mistakes, you will be able to get used
to life in the country much faster. The kitchens in the dormitory of UHK are quite simple,
with only an induction stove, so you will have to prepare your kitchenware and tableware.
However, some exchange students have purchased additional utensils, such as air fryers,
ovens, or rice cookers with their roommates at the beginning of the semester to enrich
their cooking options, but | personally only use an induction stove to minimize the extra
expenses. Not to mention that people usually spend most of the time traveling later in the
semester. Many exchange students end up buying frozen ingredients or ready-to-eat food
so they don't have to worry about the food spoiling and don't have to spend a lot of time

preparing the ingredients.

If you don't have the pressure of time to graduate, | strongly recommend you to stay for
one year; if you can't stay for one year, | will recommend you to learn some basic Czech
language before you go. Czech Republic has a close relationship with Taiwan recently, in
addition to the scholarship from NSYSU, | even received a scholarship from the Czech
government, which helped me greatly during my stay. UHK is a year-round school with a
variety of activities, and the city is a great place to experience European life. It is not overly
expensive, has easy access to public transportation, supermarkets are close by, the pace is
slow and safe, and the center of the city is quiet and dark after 10 p.m., even during the




Christmas market, making it a great place to retire, according to all the Taiwanese students.
Those who enjoy nightlife can still find clubs or bars in the town, but many of them only
accept cash, so be sure to bring CZK cash with you if you want to enjoy a night out.
Compared to other large Czech cities, there is very little information about Hradec Kralove.
Students who have already decided to come to UHK for exchange can search for the
“Czech Exchange Survival Guide” on the internet, where previous exchanges have
organized all the information about life in the Czech Republic. There are even some
graphic instructions, so you won't have to worry about not knowing how to operate the
interface or about a language barrier. In a word, UHK is a great exchange option for
students having a limited budge and still wanting to experience the life in Europe.
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