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1.University Introduction

The University of Tokyo, located in Bunkyo ward, is a top-tier public university. The undergraduate
admissions are roughly divided into six types: three in the humanities and three in the sciences. First and
second-year students attend classes in the Komaba campus, taking foundational courses, and only from the
third year onwards are they streamed into various majors based on their grades. Specifically, the
humanities stream includes majors such as Law and Politics, Economics, and Literature and Language.
The science streams are focused on Engineering, Agricultural and Livestock, and Medicine. Each field is
considered top-tier in Japan. The university frequently collaborates with international institutions and well-
known companies, providing numerous opportunities for partnerships.

2.Course Learning

During my exchange, I took nine courses, two of which were related to the Japanese language. At the
University of Tokyo, due to the large number of international students (over 500 per semester), the
language classes are finely graded. Enrollment is determined by an exam, which then helps to decide the
appropriate level. In these classes, there are special programs like the "Multicultural Understanding
Program", which includes visits to Japanese elementary schools, oral presentations in Japanese, etc. The
courses also have local students, so the proficiency level required is high. If you're considering an
exchange here, I recommend reaching N1 level and further enhancing your proficiency. Regarding my
major courses, since I'm from the Engineering department, I took many relevant classes. The most
memorable was the "Space Electrical Engineering" course, which mainly focused on technologies used
within spacecraft by the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), including movement mechanisms,
communication methods, and photo transmission systems. In addition to this, I took courses in Measure
Theory, Nuclear Engineering, Financial Mathematics, etc., most of which were in Japanese. It's advisable
to have a functional level of Japanese before enrolling in these courses.

3.Life and Learning

Living in Japan, I genuinely felt the considerate nature of the Japanese people. Small gestures in everyday
life, like silence in elevators and trains, attentive service in restaurants, and the constant politeness, had a
significant impact. Furthermore, their meticulousness towards waste separation was noticeable, ensuring
that they don't inconvenience others. This consideration is probably why Japan excels in tourism and
shopping. Not only did I learn academic knowledge, but I also absorbed the attentive and caring nature of
the Japanese people.

4.Tangible Benefits

The most apparent benefit was undoubtedly my improvement in spoken and written Japanese. Even though
I could communicate in Japanese before the exchange, immersing myself daily with local friends helped
me sound more natural. Moreover, writing in Japanese every week for assignments sharpened my writing
skills. I also gained vast knowledge from the specialized courses, understanding numerical analyses in
Measure Theory and financial mathematical concepts.

5.Reflections and Thoughts

My life revolved around my research lab and the University of Tokyo Football Club. With two training
sessions a week and being the only foreigner, all our interactions were in Japanese. Thanks to this, I made
many local friends, attending concerts, singing at karaoke, visiting izakayas, and participating in river
cruises. In my research lab, I shared a close bond with my seniors, Nishi-san and Pang-san. Nishi-san, who
was like an elder brother, helped me navigate the university, and we shared many interests. Pang-san was
the only Chinese in the lab and we often spoke in Chinese. Assistant Professor Sato was a great help
whenever I faced research difficulties. Overall, the lab environment was warm and welcoming. Looking
back, I am deeply grateful for the system that allowed me to engage in such research.



