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Queensland University of Technology (QUT) is a public research university located in Brisbane, the
capital of Queensland, Australia. It is currently the second-largest research university in the state of
Queensland. In the 2020 QS Emerging University Rankings, QUT was ranked 14th globally and first in
Australia. It also ranked 179th globally in the 2020 Times Higher Education World University Rankings,
with several disciplines ranking among the top 100 in the world, including media and communication,
nursing, law, architecture, art and design, performing arts, civil and structural engineering, education, and
sports-related subjects.

The university has two campuses: Kelvin Grove and Gardens Point. Gardens Point is situated in the heart
of Brisbane's central business district, near the Brisbane River, providing a relaxing environment for
activities such as picnics and walks. Kelvin Grove, located closer to a small hill, is a harmonious and
comfortable community with numerous student apartments, shops, residential areas, a golf course, and a
large park. This campus offers a pristine ecological setting where various native Australian species,
especially wild turkeys and bats, can be observed. Furthermore, Gardens Point hosts a higher concentration
of business and management-related departments, while Kelvin Grove is known for its creative industries,
healthcare, and education departments. Commuting between the two campuses is highly convenient due to
the availability of free shuttle services with frequent schedules.

Embarking on a semester-long exchange at Queensland University of Technology (QUT) became a
kaleidoscopic journey for me, weaving together academic pursuits, cultural exploration, and personal
growth. The vibrant Gardens Point and Kelvin Grove campuses provided a scenic backdrop for my
Australian adventure.

QUT, with its two campuses, Gardens Point and Kelvin Grove, provided a picturesque backdrop for my
academic exploration. The university's global ranking underscored its academic prowess, and my courses,
ranging from Multimedia Design to English Fiction Writing, offered a diverse and enriching curriculum.

The "Introduction to Screen Production" course emerged as a standout favorite. Collaborating with
Australian peers on a documentary about a local deer sanctuary broadened my understanding of
filmmaking techniques and the intricacies of conveying a compelling narrative. Scriptwriting took a unique
turn as we explored themes of generational gaps and autonomy through a personified remote-controlled
car, illustrating the power of storytelling in filmmaking. Cultural exchange extended beyond the
classroom. Sharing aspects of Taiwanese culture and immersing myself in Australian life became a
reciprocal experience. Australian classmates affectionately dubbed me "the oyster omelet man," a
testament to the cultural bridges we built. The challenges of presenting work in an English-speaking
classroom were surpassed by the feedback-rich environment. The concept of "killing your darlings" in the
editing process became a valuable lesson, emphasizing the importance of constructive criticism and the
courage to let go of cherished ideas for the greater good.

In terms of counseling and student welfare, QUT's emphasis on balancing academic stress manifested
uniquely. Farm animals brought onto campus during exam periods provided a therapeutic outlet, offering
students moments of solace amid their studies—a gesture of care that left a lasting impression on me.

Beyond the classroom, life at QUT extended into a rich tapestry of cultural exchange. Joining the "Life
Group," a Christian club, not only provided spiritual support but also fostered cross-cultural friendships.
Joining this club also introduced me to the warmth of Australian hospitality, with friendships formed over
weekly shared meals, board games, and Bible discussions. Trips and parties organized by QUT for
international and exchange students also created lasting bonds with students from Korea, Japan, India,
Canada, Italy, Germany, Thailand, Norway, Indonesia, and Malaysia. Venturing into the heart of Brisbane
and beyond, I discovered the mesmerizing landscapes of Australia. Australia's pristine beaches, including
the renowned Gold Coast and Sydney's Bondi and Manly Beaches, captivated my senses. The beauty,



cleanliness, and grandeur of these coastal gems left an indelible imprint on my travel memoir. Moreover,
gazing at Brisbane city from the iconic viewpoints of Mount Coot-tha, island-hopping North Stradbroke
Island, and exploring Byron Bay in New South Wales, each unfolded new facets of the continent's beauty.
Lastly, the impactful encounters with Australian wildlife at zoos like Australia Zoo, Lone Pine Koala
Sanctuary, and Featherdale Wildlife Park provided an immersive experience with indigenous species,
fostering a deep connection with the country's natural heritage.

Life outside the university walls proved equally enchanting. Residing in a student accommodation exposed
me to a diverse array of roommates, facilitating cultural exchanges through shared culinary experiences.
From savoring Japanese ramen to sharing Taiwanese lu rou fan and oyster omelets with my roommates,
each meal became a meaningful cross-cultural exploration. The charm of Australian cuisine, particularly
meat pies with variations like beef and curry chicken, became a culinary delight. In our spare time, we also
actively socialized by hitting the gym together, and playing board games, PS5, ping pong, and pool.

Life in Australia was not without its challenges, notably the initial hurdles of finding accommodation
amidst a housing crisis, grappling with the high cost of living, and facing terrible roommates. Navigating
these obstacles required resilience and resourcefulness, lessons that have left an enduring mark on my
journey.

As the semester unfolded, the immersive experience in Australia left an indelible mark on my personal and
cultural identity. The clash of modernity and Victorian-era architecture in Australian cities presented a
unique urban landscape, and the friendly, inclusive nature of Australians left me with a profound
appreciation for cultural diversity.

Reflecting on the tangible benefits of my overseas exchange experience, the transformation was profound.
The highlights include enhanced independence, a broader international perspective, practical knowledge in
creative industry design, improved teamwork, and communication skills. The exposure to different
industries and hands-on experiences in screen production added a layer of practicality to my academic
pursuits.

As I bid farewell to Australia, the intrinsic value of a multicultural, inclusive environment became
apparent. The lessons learned and friendships forged during this chapter will undoubtedly shape my future
endeavors. This exchange journey has not only broadened my horizons academically but has also
cultivated a sense of independence, adaptability, and a keen appreciation for diverse cultures. Australia,
with its vast landscapes, unique wildlife, and warm-hearted inhabitants, has woven itself into the fabric of
my being. The echoes of this journey will resonate in my memories, influencing my choices, perspectives,
and aspirations for years to come.





