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Pukyong National University, located in Nam-gu, Busan, South Korea, was formed by the
merger of Busan University of Technology and Busan University of Fisheries in 1996. It
excels in the fields of marine science, fisheries, and ocean environmental studies, and
boasts a strong faculty in engineering and natural sciences. The university is well-served by
public transportation, with several bus routes nearby and a 10-15 minute walk to the
subway line 2. The surrounding area is filled with restaurants and cafes, and several famous

tourist attractions are within close proximity, making it a very convenient place to live.

During the exchange semester, | took two courses: Business Korean I and Korean Culture
through Media I, and also enrolled in the university's language institute. Business Korean
I introduced many idiomatic expressions commonly used in Korean society and taught
us advanced Korean vocabulary through short videos discussing Korean social events. The
professor explained everything in great detail, and each class was followed by group
discussions or individual assignments to help us review the material. However, it's
important to note that this course is taught entirely in Korean, with Korean textbooks, so




it's recommended to have some proficiency in Korean before enrolling. Otherwise, group
discussions and writing assignments may be challenging.

Korean Culture through Media I was taught in English. The professor used videos to help
us understand various aspects of Korean culture, such as hanbok, history, and Korean wave
topics. The class involved Q&A sessions and group discussions where we could share our
thoughts and make friends from different countries. Additionally, | enrolled in the
language institute to improve my Korean skills. The teachers were very dedicated, and the
students were friendly. The program included interesting cultural experiences. Although
the nearly three-month Korean course was demanding, | gained a lot from it. | highly
recommend it to those who want to improve their Korean during the exchange period,
especially since exchange students get a discount.

Pukyong National University also has a club called I-friend, which facilitates interactions
between Korean and international students, helping foreign students adapt to Korean life
more quickly. Besides the large gatherings at the beginning and end of each semester, the
club organizes monthly group activities, which are optional to join. The club is divided into
Chinese, English, and Japanese groups. If you want to make friends from different
countries, it's advisable to choose the English group.

Since my freshman year, | had wanted to participate in an exchange program, but various
concerns made me hesitate. Ultimately, | decided to spend my final semester living in
Korea. I'm very glad | made this decision and am grateful for the scholarship that helped
reduce travel expenses, allowing me to explore cities outside of Busan. This has given me
beautiful and unforgettable memories. Although the exchange period came with its share
of challenges, dealing with them provided great opportunities for self-improvement.
Because of my decision to study abroad, | have enhanced my language skills and problem-
solving abilities. | believe that once you take that step, what seems impossible becomes
achievable.
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