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Freiburg University is located in the city of Freiburg in the state of Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany, in the
southwest of the country, close to Switzerland and France. Established in 1457, it is one of the oldest
universities in Germany. The university has 11 faculties: Theology, Law, Medicine, Economics and
Behavioral Sciences, Linguistics, Humanities, Mathematics and Physics, Chemistry, Pharmacy and Earth
Sciences, Biology, Forestry and Environmental Sciences, and Engineering. The campus is spread
throughout the city, with a beautiful library that often gets crowded, showing the seriousness of German
students towards their studies. There are also several student cafeterias in different areas, offering
affordable food that is simple but decent. Freiburg's charm lies in being a tourist town near the Black
Forest, featuring a grand cathedral with a marketplace in front. Visitors can also hike up Castle Hill for city
views, which isn't too challenging. Clean water channels along the streets are popular among children for
playing. Overall, Freiburg is a charming and compact city.

My favorite course at Freiburg University is Business English. The teacher for this course is particularly
open-minded. Recognizing that students dislike exams and assignments, she only assigns three simple
tasks and eliminates exams altogether. She also expressed her reluctance to impose a uniform standard for
everyone, acknowledging that students may enter the class at different language proficiency levels, ranging
from B2 to C1. Thus, she refrains from setting a requirement for all students to achieve C1 proficiency by
the end of the course. However, she does inquire about our confidence in our current English proficiency
levels during the first and last classes, hoping to witness genuine growth. The course content involves
discussing various topics in small groups, with students summarizing the discussions afterward. Groups
are reshuffled every class, facilitating interaction with almost every classmate. There are also low-pressure
quizzes conducted as competitions in teams of two or four, and a two-minute speaking presentation,
offering valuable practice and growth opportunities. In summary, this course fosters a stress-free yet
encouraging environment, contributing to an improvement in my English skills, particularly in speaking
and engaging with classmates, which I eagerly anticipate attending.

As an exchange student, the experience primarily entails extensive traveling. Aside from meeting basic
academic requirements, a significant portion of my six-month stay involved traveling, making me an
average traveler among exchange students. Regarding daily life, I learned to cook for myself, which was
not too daunting, as long as the food I cooked was edible. I dined out once or twice a week and
occasionally while traveling. Making friends largely depends on the courses you choose. Courses
involving more student interaction facilitate easier friendships, or you can start by getting to know
neighbors. Building friendships with foreigners depends largely on individual efforts. Personally, I would
invite one or two girls to study together at the library, invite neighbors over for homemade bubble tea or
cook together, and occasionally go out for drinks or day trips to nearby areas, all of which help strengthen
bonds.

1. Meeting foreigners and practicing simple English speaking.

2. Establishing at least two foreign friends whom I'll stay in contact with, meeting them in their home
countries when possible and maintaining communication regularly.

3. Experiencing student life abroad, including cooking for myself, spending ample solitary time, and
frequent traveling.

4. Exploring numerous countries and cities, witnessing diverse natural landscapes, urban scenery,
architectural marvels, and museums.

5. Accomplishing various independent tasks such as handling paperwork, visas, traveling alone,
relocating, and cooking.

Living abroad necessitates dealing with numerous administrative tasks, such as residency, accommodation,
insurance, and course selection. If online research fails to provide solutions, contacting relevant authorities
directly or visiting their offices is advisable. While these tasks may seem cumbersome, they are eventually



manageable.

One challenge I faced was my limited German proficiency, which occasionally hindered communication
with non-English-speaking Germans. Initially considering self-studying German, I realized that time
abroad was precious, and prioritized travel experiences over language learning. I reasoned that language
learning could be pursued back in Taiwan, albeit without the immersive environment for practice.
Ultimately, the decision boils down to personal priorities and the ability to cope with potential
consequences, such as limited academic growth during the abroad stint.

Some may critique Germany for inefficiency in bureaucratic processes or frequent train delays. However,
adapting to these norms becomes a matter of habit. Proactively tackling tasks early and patiently waiting
for outcomes mitigate frustrations. Regarding train delays, opting for earlier schedules allows room for
contingencies, ensuring timely returns. While Germany's perceived inefficiencies may contrast with
Taiwan's fast-paced work culture, adopting a more patient and responsible attitude is imperative.

One aspect I found less appealing was occasional preferential treatment of locals over foreigners by
German staff, resulting in delayed service for the latter. Whether due to cultural biases or genuine
oversight, it underscores the need for cultural sensitivity and fairness.

Living abroad, I encountered numerous situations necessitating independent problem-solving, fostering
independence and resilience. Despite occasional stress, overcoming challenges was imperative.
Additionally, exposure to diverse experiences nurtured personal interests, enriching my life and
perspectives.

The scholarship's greatest assistance lay in covering the cost of round-trip airfare, making the journey
financially feasible. Without it, I might have deferred abroad studies, opting instead to work and save for
travel later. However, short-term stays abroad offer distinct experiences impossible to replicate, such as
immersing in local cultures and experiencing foreign education.

I'm profoundly grateful for the opportunities provided by the university and government exchange
programs, enabling Taiwanese students to broaden their horizons. Venturing abroad at a young age
expanded my worldview, influencing my perspectives and enhancing various skills. During this period, I
forged friendships with individuals from diverse backgrounds, enriching my life and thoughts. To any
prospective students hesitating about studying abroad, I wholeheartedly recommend it!



