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Before we start, are you from the college of management and also interested
in marketing? There is no marketing or advertisement course that you want to
take in Yamagata University. So, please let me suggest you to choose another
University if you are not someone just wants to experience the Japanese lifestyle

and learn some Japanese.

Yamagata University (usually be called as "Yamadai") is a university
located in Yamagata, Japan. It consists of six faculties: Humanities and Social
Sciences, Regional Education and Culture, Science, Engineering, Agriculture,
and Medicine. The university has four campuses: Kojirakawa Campus, lida
Campus, Yonezawa Campus, and Tsuruoka Campus. Yamagata University offers
two study programs based on Japanese language proficiency. One can take
courses which are taught in Japanese, and the other one can’t. Both programs
require students to take language classes. The language courses are divided into
five levels: Beginner I, Beginner II, Intermediate I, Intermediate II, and
Advanced. Placement into each level is determined by a placement test and a
one-on-one interview conducted before the start of the courses. If you want to be
in the higher levels, it is more valuable to practice speaking than to practice

reading.

The Beginner I classes focus on the basics, such as hiragana and katakana,
and basic greeting conversations. In Beginner II, the conversations become more
practical and related to daily life. Students are also required to give short
presentations. Relax, it’s really easy, even easier than staying up late. The
atmosphere feels like attending a cram school class taught by a visiting
instructor(If you’ve taken any class from Joy, you know). In Intermediate I and II
classes, the teachers treat us as international students rather than just
“foreigners.” More attention and Keigo(#< %) are required when choosing words
during conversations, and the reading materials are upgraded to the level of
reading comprehension tests. The pace is faster, but this is the stage where you

can truly gain meaningful knowledge and skills.

In fact, I came to Yamagata University with thinking that I was able to take
some English course which relate to marketing or management. However, it
turned out couldn’t. I felt that I was wasting my time. Guilty, self-blame, “What
am [ doing here?” is the question I usually asked myself. If I had the chance to
fill out my school preferences again, I wouldn’t have put Yamagata University in
the forth. Maybe in the seventh, I think.



But hey! That’s my point of view. I still learned a lot about life, experienced
many kinds of cultures. Sounds unreal, but I finally figured it out how to love.
Not simply “I like you. Please be my girl.” this kind of thing. It’s about
contribution and sacrificing. “My happiness, is to see you happy.” In addition,
my Japanese also became greater. No matter in writing, reading, or oral. But
sadly, I submitted the exchange program for pursuing greater courses and
different aspect from different students. To me, this exchange program was
worse than I thought. But to you, maybe this is exactly what you want. There are
still lots of people who submitted the exchange program only for running away
from their normal life and wanting to try something new. So, try to figure it out
what you really want to gain from this long-time journey first, then list your

preference. It is very important for not regretting making the wrong decision.

Thank you for reading to the end. Yamagata is really a beautiful place. I
even see it as my other home now. If you have time, please feel free to come, and
feel the leisure atmosphere and the Megumi (&) of nature. What? You said
everyone goes to Tokyo, Osaka and Okinawa and posts lots of photos about
pretty cafés and fancy shops, and souvenirs, Omamori(#f ), blah blah blah... so
you want to go there too? Well, maybe it’s too early for you to learn the “Inner

Peace™.



