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Emlyon Business School is one of the most well-known business schools in
France, offering a diverse range of courses and numerous extracurricular
activities. Many of the professors are highly respected professionals in their

industries, making the academic and social experience incredibly rewarding.

One of the most significant aspects of my exchange semester was that the school
had just moved to a brand-new campus. All the facilities were state-of-the-art
and quite luxurious—the entire campus felt like a massive shopping mall.
Additionally, the surrounding area has improved significantly compared to
before.

Regarding the curriculum, Emlyon divides the semester into several "cycles."
For a one-semester exchange, students typically go through two cycles. If you
prefer to distribute your workload evenly, you can take courses in both cycles.

On the other hand, if you want to concentrate your classes within one cycle to



have a longer break for traveling, that option is also available. I found this

structure very flexible, allowing students to manage their time efficiently.

However, it's important to note that in France, semesters are often compressed
into just eight weeks, making the coursework highly intensive. Attendance is
strictly enforced, with no exceptions for sick leave or personal leave. In my case,
both of the courses I took had a policy where missing two classes resulted in an
automatic failure. So, I strongly recommend that students carefully evaluate

whether they can handle the workload before enrolling.

Now, let’s talk about life in Lyon. Many people refer to Lyon as "the stomach of
France," meaning it is known as the country’s food capital. However, |
personally don't quite agree with this title, and many of my Asian classmates feel
the same way. If you grew up in Taiwan and love Asian cuisine, I highly

recommend bringing some of your favorite ingredients or snacks!

That said, Lyon does have its advantages. As the third-largest city in France, its
transportation system is quite convenient. It serves as a major transit hub, with
extensive connections to other cities and an international airport, making it easy
to travel abroad. Within Lyon, students can also purchase a transportation pass,
which allows unlimited access to buses, metro lines, trams, and even the

funicular. This is definitely a cost-effective option.

However, based on my overall experience, I personally wouldn't recommend
Lyon as an exchange destination. The city has a diverse but somewhat complex
population, and safety can be a concern. Additionally, as one of France's largest
cities, the cost of living is relatively high. Finding student housing can also be
challenging due to the high demand from numerous universities in the area. If
you want to secure a comfortable place to live, you need to start searching
early—ideally one to two months before arrival—and most rentals require a

lease of at least six months to a year. This adds a significant financial burden.

If T had the chance to do it all over again, I would probably choose a country in
Eastern Europe with a lower cost of living. That way, I could allocate my budget
towards traveling and exploring different cultures. Lyon—or even France as a
whole—might be best suited for a short visit rather than a long-term stay, as the

longer you stay, the more you might find your initial excitement fading.



