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Introduction to the University

Chung-Ang University (CAU), located 1n Seoul, South Korea, 1s a prestigious institution with a long history, renowned
for its excellent teaching quality and innovative educational approach. The university’ s prominent position in South
Korea's education sector 1s closely tied to its strong supporter, the Doosan Group. Doosan Group 1s a well-established
and diversified multinational corporation in Korea, with businesses spanning construction equipment, energy,
engineering, and consumer goods.



Chung-Ang University offers a wide range of courses across humanities, arts, business, and technology, attracting
students from around the globe due to its high degree of internationalization. The campus 1s modern and conveniently
located in the heart of South Korea’ s capital, providing students with a balance between academic and urban life.

The university comprises two campuses: the Seoul Campus and the Anseong Campus. My exchange primarily took place
at the Seoul Campus, which boasts an extremely convenient location near a subway station and excellent living amenities.
Chung-Ang University is particularly renowned for its arts and performance disciplines, especially its School of
Performing Arts and Media. It is the alma mater of many prominent figures in the Korean entertainment industry,
including actors Hyun Bin and Kim Soo-hyun. This gives the university high recognition among students and attracts
those interested in film and performing arts.

Academic Experiences

During my exchange at Chung-Ang University, I enrolled in three courses, among which two stood out as my personal
recommendations: Integrated Marketing Communications (IMC) and Management Information Systems (MIS). The
professors’  English proficiency was impressive, with almost no accent, ensuring that international students could learn
without language barriers.

IMC was one of my favorite courses. The professor encouraged active discussion of case studies and clarification of any
specialized terms. The course included assignments tied to real-life cases, which made learning highly relevant. The final
project was particularly challenging, requiring students to apply theories to analyze cases and participate in one-on-one
Q&A sessions. This approach deepened our understanding of the core concepts and gave me confidence in tackling
marketing practices while experiencing a rigorous and professional academic environment.

Additionally, the individual assignments eliminated potential “free rider” issues often associated with group work,
which I found to be a significant advantage for fair grading. I believe this reflects Korea's emphasis on academic diligence.
Moreover, the professor implemented a strict attendance policy, requiring official documentation for absences and
stipulating that missing more than four classes would disqualify students from midterm or final exams. Lateness was
also considered unacceptable. While these rules seemed stringent, I felt they instilled a sense of responsibility and respect
among students.

The MIS course introduced me to cutting-edge technologies and concepts, such as the Metaverse, Bitcoin, Starlink, big
data, and internet applications. The professor frequently assigned impromptu presentations, allowing 10 to 15 minutes
of preparation before requiring us to present on the spot. This format was incredibly helpful in building resilience under
pressure and gradually overcoming my fear of expressing myself in English, making me more confident and articulate.

In this class, the professor occasionally asked Taiwanese students for their opinions on Taiwan s semiconductor
industry or even political 1ssues related to China. These discussions gave me a chance to express my perspective as a
Taiwanese individual, further deepening my appreciation for my identity. I realized the significance of Taiwan on the
global stage, which filled me with pride and motivated me to strive even harder.

Extracurricular Experiences



Seoul 1s a paradise for shopping and entertainment, especially for fans of K-pop. During my exchange, the subunit of
my favorite group had a comeback, and I attended their concert, KBS Music Bank pre-recording, a birthday event, and
a Christmas fan meeting. Although pursuing K-pop activities in Seoul 1S convenient, it also requires managing unexpected
situations, such as ticketing 1ssues or defects in merchandise, which often necessitated communication in English. These
experiences significantly improved my problem-solving and practical language skills.

Entertainment costs in Seoul are relatively more affordable than in Taiwan. For example, concert tickets are less
expensive but of high quality. I also recommend future exchange students explore musicals or take the Seoul Night Tour
Bus to admire the stunning views of the Han River at night. The expansive river scenery, along with the modern lights
of Hyundai Department Store near Yeouido, creates a breathtaking nighttime experience. For students attending in the
fall, the festive Christmas atmosphere—a highlight of Korea’ s Christian culture—is something to look forward to.

Challenges and Personal Growth

During my exchange, 1 encountered minimal difficulties in daily life due to my TOPIK Level 3 Korean proficiency.
However, the biggest challenge was adapting to the teaching style. For example, one professor failed to announce the
final exam details on time and delayed the itinerary for a cultural trip, disrupting students' study plans. Faced with this
situation, I chose to provide honest feedback in the end-of-semester teaching evaluation rather than confronting the
professor directly, to avoid impacting my final grade. I found this approach effective in expressing students' needs while
respecting the professor's professionalism.

Cultural shocks were also present. For instance, I occasionally noticed people not using honorifics when speaking to me,
which made me uncomfortable at first. Additionally, some restaurants displayed hostility toward Chinese-speaking
customers—for example, charging us for an extra beer we did not order. Over time, I learned not to dwell on these details
and approached such incidents with a more tolerant mindset. Of course, I made sure to resolve overcharges but refrained
from escalating disputes. Another challenge was Seoul” s taxi drivers, who often had short tempers, drove aggressively,
and rarely signaled when changing lanes. Initially, I found this intimidating but gradually adapted to it.

Ultimately, I learned to follow my own heart during this exchange experience. In Taiwan, I often prioritized group plans
and sacrificed my ideas to accommodate others. However, during my four months in Seoul, I gradually learned to enjoy
personal freedom and became more confident in saying “no.” This mindset shift brought me an unprecedented sense
of ease and fulfillment.

Reflections and Suggestions

In conclusion, this exchange experience boosted my confidence, deepened my appreciation for my Taiwanese identity,
and taught me to express my thoughts in English. While it s difficult to measure the long-term impact of this experience,
spending four months in a non-English-speaking country was undoubtedly an accomplishment, especially as I navigated
daily life using Korean for tasks like ordering food and shopping.

I am incredibly grateful for the chance to wholeheartedly support my favorite idols, meet friends from different cultures,
and create cherished memories that will stay with me forever.



For future exchange students, I recommend researching the school’ s courses and living environment in advance and
embracing the challenges that come with cultural differences. Though this journey may be filled with challenges, the
rewards—both in knowledge and invaluable life experiences—are well worth the effort.



