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The University of the Ryukyus is located in Nishihara Town in the central part of Okinawa
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Island. Known as a national university renowned for its research in marine, tropical, and
subtropical ecology, it is committed to cultivating globally minded, cross-cultural talents.
The university actively promotes ecological conservation, energy technology, and cultural
studies, making it an ideal place for those passionate about nature and cultural exchange.
The campus and student clubs frequently hosts international exchange events, providing
students with opportunities to connect and learn with peers from around the world.
Additionally, the university places great emphasis on its ties with the local community,
offering programs and activities involving local high school students and residents, such as




the "Glocal Festival," which exchange students often help organize each semester.

When [ first arrived in Okinawa and had to use Japanese in real-life situations, | deeply
experienced the frustration of having words on the tip of my tongue but being unable to
express them. Sometimes, | couldn’t understand what others were saying at all, which left
me feeling even more discouraged and defeated. However, through weekly Japanese
lessons and consistent self-study during weekends, | gradually found myself
understanding classroom content and improving my practical Japanese skills in daily life.
For example, | can now comprehend restaurant menus and notices without relying on
translation apps and can handle simple conversations and inquiries with store staff. What's
even more encouraging is that my Japanese proficiency advanced from A3 to B1 compared
to last semester, reinforcing my confidence in my progress.

While the university offers quality courses and activities, and the staff and faculty are
dedicated, its remote location and the inconvenience of Okinawa’s transportation pose
challenges for students who cannot drive. Nevertheless, considering the overall
experience, the University of the Ryukyus may not be the best choice for an exchange
program, but Okinawa'’s natural environment and cultural atmosphere are still worth
exploring.






