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I went to The University of the Ryukyus in Okinawa, Japan as an exchange student for one semester.
The University of the Ryukyus is the only public university in Okinawa. Located at the central and south
of Okinawa, the campus is surrounded by a rich natural environment, making it an ideal place for learning

and research. The university offers various faculties, including humanities, education, science, medicine,




engineering, and agriculture, with strengths in marine, environmental, subtropical agriculture, and medical
research. Due to Okinawa’s historical and cultural influences from the Ryukyu Kingdom and East Asia,
the university is highly active in international exchange and attracts students from across Asia.

During my exchange semester, I took Japanese language courses and classes related to Okinawan
culture. Before formal course selection, students were placed into appropriate levels based on their Japanese
proficiency. I enrolled in an intermediate Japanese, a Japanese culture class taught in English, and an
Okinawan culture course. The Japanese class met four times a week, covering listening, speaking, reading,
and writing through daily assignments. The Japanese culture course, taught by an American professor,
explored cultural differences and social issues, broadening our international perspectives. My favorite was
the Okinawan culture course, where we learned about the Okinawan dialect, food, history, and architecture.
The course also included three field trips, such as visits to the Tug-of-War Museum, a local distillery, and
traditional Okinawan houses, offering an immersive cultural experience.

In my free time, I explored Okinawa’s historical heritage, including Shurijo Castle, Katsuren Castle
Ruins, and Nakijin Castle Ruins. I also visited nearby islands to experience a slower-paced lifestyle.
Attending local festivals, such as the Naha Giant Tug-of-War Festival, allowed me to witness Okinawans’
deep appreciation for their traditions. During Japanese New Year, I visited a shrine and experienced
Japanese customs firsthand. The university provided many exchange opportunities, including a homestay
program where I visited museums and enjoyed traditional Okinawan cuisine with a local family. A student-
run language exchange club held monthly events for Japanese, English, Chinese, and Spanish learners,
facilitating cultural and linguistic exchange. Additionally, I participated in community activities organized
by local NPOs, such as Japanese language classes, sports events, and cooking workshops, which improved
my Japanese communication skills and allowed me to build relationships with locals.

On the other hand, I faced challenges during my stay. When I injured my hand and visited an
orthopedic clinic, my limited Japanese made communication difficult. To resolve this, I later brought a
Japanese-speaking friend to assist with explanations, and the doctor used simple English to help me
understand. Additionally, I discovered that Japan’s healthcare system differs from Taiwan’s, requiring an
initial consultation fee on top of medical costs. This experience made me appreciate Taiwan’s healthcare
system and reinforced the importance of language skills when living abroad. Cultural differences in
transportation also stood out. In Okinawa, drivers yield to pedestrians, and traffic is more orderly compared
to Taiwan. However, public transportation was inconvenient, with frequent bus delays and high fares. To
address this, my friends and I eventually rented a car, making travel easier.

In conclusion, my exchange experience profoundly impacted my personal growth. I became more
independent, learning to manage daily life and tackle challenges proactively. Interacting with students from
different backgrounds also made me more open-minded and understanding of cultural differences.
Although my exchange lasted only one semester, it was an invaluable experience. Okinawa’s unique
history, affordable cost of living, and the University of the Ryukyus’ extensive support made it an ideal
study abroad destination. This journey enriched my academic and personal life, leaving me with

unforgettable memories.







