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The University of Cologne, located in the northwest of Germany, is the country's fourth
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largest city and is close to Dusseldorf and Bonn. The university has six faculties:
Economics and Social Sciences, Medicine, Law, Philosophy, Mathematics and Natural
Sciences, and Anthropology, with the Business School being particularly outstanding.

At the University of Cologne, the course | benefited from the most was the German
language course. While not every teacher may be exceptional, my teacher explained
everything very thoroughly. Each class was packed with new knowledge, and although
the pace was fast, it was manageable. The teacher often asked us to answer questions,
which provided great practice. | highly recommend taking a language course during

your exchange, and the best part is that it’ s free.

In my free time, besides studying, | traveled every two to three weeks. Sometimes |
traveled with locals, sometimes | found companions through Facebook, and other times
| traveled alone. Each experience was unique. During this half-year, most exchange
students visited many countries, and | was no exception. | experienced different cultures
and learned more about my travel preferences, which helped me develop independent

problem-solving skills.

Making international friends was one of my favorite parts. Although | became
particularly close with a Japanese girl, we often discussed cultural differences. It was

fascinating to get real answers about Japan from her.

Learning new languages was another great benefit. Most Europeans speak at least three
languages, having started learning them in elementary or middle school. This ability to
communicate with people from different countries broadens one’ s horizons. Also, if
you plan to work abroad, knowing the local language is essential.

Traveling around Europe allowed me to experience different foods, see various
architectural styles, and appreciate nature's beauty. In the future, | can take my family on
trips, as I’ ve become skilled at planning. The opportunity to travel is something |

greatly appreciate about the exchange experience.

However, missing Taiwanese food was a big challenge. The food abroad is quite




different—it’ s saltier and more expensive. | had to cook for myself, but it was hard to
recreate the taste of home, and some ingredients were difficult to find. This made me
realize just how much | love Taiwanese food, and it’ s something |’ Il need to overcome
if | want to live abroad in the future.

German trains are often delayed, canceled, or change platforms, which can mess up your
plans, especially when carrying a lot of luggage. But after six months, | got used to it. |
learned to leave earlier and plan more flexibly, always hoping for kind locals to help.
Despite the challenges, I' ve developed a strong heart and body, and now, nothing

fazes me.

Because of the many new challenges | faced abroad, | developed various problem-
solving skills and became more adaptable and brave. After this year, | feel more stable
and mature, and I’ ve become more aware of the importance of family. Now, | think
more about my parents.

I" m very happy that | applied for an exchange program in my final year, with financial
support that eased some of the economic pressure. |’ m extremely grateful to my
parents for funding this experience, to the school for their assistance, and finally, to
myself for bravely applying. | sincerely recommend that students pursue even the

smallest of dreams—you might end up with wonderful surprises.







