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Studying abroad at EDHEC Business School in France was a transformative
experience that not only enhanced my academic knowledge but also enriched my
personal growth. EDHEC, founded in 1906, is one of the most prestigious business
schools in Europe, with campuses in Lille, Nice, London, and Singapore. The school
offers a diverse range of programs, including undergraduate, master’s, and MBA
courses, with strong international partnerships that provide exchange opportunities for
students worldwide.

During my exchange, I enrolled in the Master 2 Management and Leadership
program, where I took courses that emphasized teamwork and discussion. I
particularly enjoyed my course about Sustainable Business Model as European
sustainability policies and perspectives are highly advanced. Many of the theoretical
models and debates on sustainability were new to me compared to what I had
encountered in my home country. I highly recommend taking a sustainability course

to understand their progress and ideas in this field.

EDHEC provided strong support for international students through welcome
events, workshops on bank accounts and accommodation subsidies, and a responsive
International Office. Conveniently located near tram and metro stations, the school
allowed easy access to Lille’s city center, where I often shopped at Leclerc for
affordable groceries. Basic French phrases were helpful in daily interactions. Lille’s
Palais des Beaux-Arts and its proximity to Belgium made for great cultural and
travel opportunities. Additionally, Lille’s transportation links, including the Eurostar

to the UK and flights from nearby airports, made European travel convenient.



Adapting to life in France was not without its difficulties. From having my
bicycle stolen on the second day and struggling to file a police report in French, to
dealing with dormitory overcharges that took months to resolve, administrative
inefficiencies were a constant hurdle. Language barriers also added to the challenge,
as some locals refused to speak English despite initially indicating they could. Over
time, I learned that initiating conversations in French, even if imperfect, made

interactions smoother and improved the likelihood of receiving assistance.

This experience significantly shaped my resilience and adaptability. | became
more confident in handling unfamiliar situations and developed a proactive mindset
when facing obstacles. Living independently strengthened my problem-solving skills
and financial management abilities, teaching me how to budget effectively while
balancing academics and social activities. Ultimately, stepping out of my comfort
zone helped me discover my strengths and adaptability in an international setting.

Despite the ups and downs, studying abroad was a rewarding adventure that
allowed me to step out of my comfort zone and gain invaluable experiences. It was a
chance for self-reinvention, fostering new friendships, and embracing the beauty of
independence. This journey was truly a dreamlike experience that re-energized me for
future challenges, leaving me with cherished memories and a newfound global
perspective.



