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Yamagata University has campuses located in different cities. Kojirokawa
Campus is the only one | am capable of talking and describing. It has various views
depending on the season, sakura in spring, sounds of cicada in summer, Ginkgo biloba
in autumn, and snow in winter. In Yamagata University, seasonal changes make
people aware of the sands of time, so do people aware of being an other in the others
of the views, and through recognizing this being-other-self, do people make clear of
self’s existence, The seasonal changes is something that can hardly be aware in
Taiwan, which is a shame.

Not only the seasonal changes, all the natural elements around give people time
and space to think, though it still depends on the one who is experiencing it, for sure it
still provides a chance to change, and sharpen the sense of self-awareness. The library
is good. It is quiet and clean, the best place to concentrate. Especially for those who
want to do research related to Japan, libraries in Japan must be the place to go, and |
do find the research resources I want, which really broadens my world. It is said to be
the only Campus that would make all freshman students gather. Students are asked to
take some language or culture courses in their first year. Therefore, when taking the
international interaction courses, Kojirokawa Campus must be the one for
international exchange students to meet various Japanese people.

Japanese Language courses are well-arranged, and the teaching methodology is
ideal. Though most of the content and the procedure of the courses are based on the
textbook. Teachers would combine the content of the book and the situation of real
life to make everything vivid and usable.

The campus is thirty more minutes walk from Yamagata station, and since
International House(one of the dormitories) is close to the station, the distance from
the dorm to the campus is also a half hour walk. Though the school is a bit far away
from the downtown area, there are still a lot of restaurants and stores nearby (even
Familymart and Supermarkets). Many of the students would ride bicycles to school,
and some choose to walk. The sidewalk is wide enough for both pedestrians and



bicyclists to use, and the space is enough to keep a distance between and keep
everyone safe on the way to work or school. Generally, commuting to school is not
that troublesome for most people. Since the supermarket is just an 8-minute-walk
from the dormitory, some would choose to cook for themselves to save some money.
You may not expect, but living in Japan sometimes can make you a great cook, which
is also a kind of pastime worth trying.

Generally, this exchange program really make one grow from different aspects:

1. Improve Language(s)

2. Have deeper understanding of international communication and cultural

diversity

3. Experience various teaching methodology and acquire specialized knowledge

4. Improve self-care ability

5. Experience the life of foreign country and understand local customs

6. Think about direction of future

7. Obtain the experience of communicating with people having various

backgrounds and solving possible problems of relationship.

I shall be honest, for those who would read this article when they have not set up
their mind to submit an application, that most Japanese students are passive, So you
cannot expect to get some enthusiastic reactions from them. Try to bring up the thing
you do not know but they would know to proceed the conversation. Telling them
some interesting facts of cultural difference to stimulate their curiosity can also be a
way.

It is important to maintain an attitude. Position yourself as an observer. From the third
person perspective, try to learn from all the positives and negatives. You may get hurt
in some ways, but you can always choose which the one that can hurt you is. What
kind of exchange life would one have depends on your attitude and how you are going
to take it.



