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Introduction

Studying abroad has always been a dream of mine, but due to financial constraints, it seemed like an unattainable
goal. However, after learning about the Cheng Feng Wan Li Scholarship, | decided to apply, hoping it could help me
fulfill this aspiration. Fortunately, | was awarded the scholarship, which allowed me to embark on an unforgettable
journey of academic and personal growth in Lithuania.

University and Courses

| studied at Vilnius University, the oldest university in the Baltic region, founded in 1579. The campus is rich in
historical and cultural heritage, reflecting centuries of academic and intellectual development. Vilnius University
offers a diverse range of disciplines, attracting students and scholars from all over the world.

During my exchange, | enrolled in several courses, but the two that impacted me the most were Artificial
Intelligence: Classical Principles and Functional Programming. The Al course provided fundamental knowledge
about artificial intelligence, including basic algorithms and concepts like forward and backward chaining.
Assignments required students to demonstrate code execution and answer related questions, which helped
reinforce my understanding. The final exam was a written test that required applying learned concepts to problem-
solving.

The Functional Programming course introduced me to Haskell, which was vastly different from the programming



languages | had previously learned. The paradigm shift required me to adopt a new way of thinking about coding.
Assignments were submitted through scheduled sessions with the professor, where we had to present our code and
answer questions. This interactive approach deepened my comprehension of functional programming. The final
exam consisted of writing Haskell code by hand, testing my ability to apply the knowledge acquired throughout the
semester.

Life Abroad and Cultural Adaptation

Vilnius University organized an Orientation Day and a city tour for new students, which helped me get familiar with
my surroundings and meet other exchange students. The Erasmus Student Network (ESN) played a significant role
in making my experience enjoyable. They organized various events, such as International Dinners and Culture
Nights, allowing students from different backgrounds to connect and share their cultures.

Traveling within Europe was incredibly convenient. | had the chance to explore multiple countries, sometimes with
friends and sometimes alone. Each experience was unique and enriched my perspective on different cultures and
ways of life.

Challenges and Growth

When [ first arrived in Lithuania, my assigned student buddy promised to pick me up at the airport but never showed
up. This unexpected situation forced me to find my way to the dormitory alone. Although stressful, it taught me to
be independent and resourceful in unfamiliar environments.

Toward the end of my exchange, | fell ill along with many others. Initially, | relied on medicine | had brought from
Taiwan, but after a week of persistent fever, | had no choice but to see a doctor. | discovered that in Lithuania,
medical consultations usually require appointments, which delayed my treatment. This experience taught me the
importance of understanding a country’ s healthcare system in advance.

Cultural differences also required some adjustments. In Europe, tap water is generally safe to drink, but only the cold
water. Initially, | insisted on buying bottled water, but eventually, | adapted. Many stores closed earlier than in Taiwan,
so | had to plan my shopping trips carefully. Public transportation relied on an honor system, where passengers were
expected to buy and validate tickets themselves. Getting caught without a ticket resulted in hefty fines. Additionally,
European traffic laws strongly prioritize pedestrians. Cars would stop immediately when | approached a crosswalk, a
level of courtesy that was surprising yet pleasant.

Gratitude and Conclusion

| am incredibly grateful to the donors of the Cheng Feng Wan Li Scholarship for their generosity and support. This
scholarship not only helped me achieve my goal of studying abroad but also provided me with valuable life
experiences that will shape my future. The knowledge and insights | gained during my exchange will continue to
influence my academic and professional journey.

Studying abroad has been one of the most transformative experiences of my life. It has enriched my understanding
of the world and given me the confidence to take on new challenges. | sincerely appreciate the opportunity and
hope to give back to society in the future, just as this scholarship has helped me.



