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Johannes Kepler University Linz (JKU) is one of Austria’s renowned universities,
located in the city of Linz. Established in 1966, JKU is well known for its strong
academic programs in technology, economics, law, and social sciences, with particular
excellence in computer science, artificial intelligence, mechanical engineering,
business, and law. The university actively collaborates with numerous companies and
research institutions, providing students with valuable practical opportunities,
especially in technology and economics. Notably, JKU houses Austria’s first medical
technology institute and focuses extensively on artificial intelligence and automation
research. During the exchange program at JKU, I enrolled in three courses that were
eligible for credit transfer: International Marketing Management, Advanced Leadership
and Human Resource Management, and Strategic Management. The most rewarding
course was Advanced Leadership and Human Resource Management, which was
structured with a combination of lectures by professors and student presentations.
Although the reading load was heavy, the content was highly beneficial, and I was
particularly excited to find inspiration for my thesis topic while reading academic

journals. Additionally, JKU offered a pre-semester course for exchange students, which
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helped us integrate into the campus environment and connect with one another. My
favorite part was the Cultural Sensitivity project, where groups of four to five students
from different countries interviewed local residents based on assigned topics. This
experience was both engaging and required teamwork, fostering discussions on cultural

differences.

The exchange program provided several significant benefits, including broadening
international perspectives, understanding cultural differences, and expanding global
networks. However, there were challenges, such as experiencing racial discrimination
to some extent. Discussions with local friends revealed that younger Austrians tend to
be more accepting, whereas older generations can be more reserved and prone to
stereotypes, a sentiment influenced by Europe’s changing political climate. Although
there were no direct confrontations, I occasionally felt out of place. Cultural differences
also posed challenges, such as the lack of air conditioning in Austrian homes, which
was particularly difficult during the hot and dry summer. For about two weeks, I
struggled to sleep due to the heat and sweat, and I would recommend future exchange
students bring a portable fan. The exchange experience significantly changed my
perspective on life. Living abroad made me realize how advanced Taiwan is in terms of
transportation, healthcare, convenience, and food. Before this, I often thought that
foreign countries had better living conditions, but I have come to appreciate Taiwan’s
high standards. While there are still aspects of European culture worth learning from, I
now understand that Taiwan offers a great quality of life. Overall, this exchange
program brought valuable insights and personal growth. Experiencing cultural
differences firsthand and adapting to campus life was truly rewarding. I am also grateful
for the diverse range of partner universities available for students, which offers more
opportunities for international exposure. Lastly, I would like to extend my gratitude to
Maxine from the International Office, whose prompt assistance made my time abroad

much smoother.



