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Founded in 1425, KU Leuven is one of Europe's oldest universities and a leading academic
institution in Belgium. For exchange students, KU Leuven offers a blend of rich history and

academic excellence, with international recognition in fields like engineering, medicine, and social




sciences. Consistently ranked among the world's top universities, it provides a high-quality
education. The campus environment is highly international, attracting students from around the
globe and fostering multicultural exchange. Many courses are taught in English, facilitating

learning for international students.

Campus life is vibrant in the lively city of Leuven, with numerous student clubs and activities. Its
convenient location allows for easy exploration of Belgium and other European destinations.
While the primary language of instruction is Dutch, many English-taught courses are available,
and living locally offers an opportunity to learn Dutch. Note that KU Leuven split into KU Leuven
(Dutch-speaking) and UCLouvain (French-speaking) in 1968, so students should specify KU
Leuven when applying.

The Leuven campus is the most concentrated area of KU Leuven, hosting most faculties and
university events. While primarily for graduate studies, it's highly recommended for exchange
students due to its safe, friendly environment and vibrant university town atmosphere. Leuven's

architecture is distinctive, and its proximity to the airport is a significant advantage.

KU Leuven's course selection system and student website are user-friendly, with an orientation
session provided upon arrival. When choosing courses, balance travel and study priorities, as
teaching styles range from large lectures to small seminars, with varied assessment methods. Be
mindful of the challenging exams, though the flexible schedule and recorded lectures offer some
relief.

The "Business Lab" course is particularly enjoyable, combining ease with interactive, small-class
learning. Taught by industry professionals, it focuses on job-seeking skills. It' s a reliable course
for passing grades, with a kind and supportive instructor.

Benefits:

Travelled to 21 countries in six months, combining fun and affordability.

Experienced a different educational system, prompting a re-evaluation of learning motivations.
Formed connections with diverse peers, gaining new perspectives.

Achieved the first solo international travel experience.

Challenges:

Early in the exchange, a solo trip to Paris resulted in a passport issue on the return journey.




Assertive communication was necessary to resolve the situation.
Cultural Insights:

Belgian exchange students noted that Taiwanese individuals tend to be less assertive. In Belgium,

direct communication is valued, and assistance is readily available when requested.
Personal Growth:

Exploring diverse cultures led to greater self-awareness and a clearer vision for the future. The
exchange provided an opportunity for self-reflection and personal development.
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