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My exchange experience at Gustave Eiffel University, located just 30 minutes from central Paris in the Greater Paris
area, has been truly enriching. This comprehensive university, reportedly a merger of several former colleges,
provided a unique academic and personal journey.

One of the most beneficial courses for me was TTM (Music Technology). This class offered a robust foundation in
software skills applicable to music production, covering everything from basic audio editing and soundtracking to

using effects, mixing, and self-recording in a studio with microphones. The instructor was exceptionally kind,



providing English materials and personally clarifying key points in English despite primarily teaching in French. My
favorite course, however, was choir. As this is an area where | excel, and the songs were in English with minimal verbal
communication required, | felt confident and capable. The friendly classmates made each weekly session something
to look forward to.

Beyond academics, my extracurricular life in Paris was vibrant. Being under 26, | enjoyed free access to most Parisian
museums, allowing me to frequently explore various exhibitions. Student discounts on music performances also
enabled me to attend many concerts by international masters. A dream came true in 2024 when the League of
Legends World Championship was held in Paris, giving me the chance to see my favorite players and forge close
friendships, truly finding kindred spirits here.

Specific Benefits:

1. Excellent Recording Studio Access: The department's recording studio was exceptionally well-equipped and
free to use. These resources were instrumental in completing my performance videos for master's
applications.

2. Broadened Cultural Perspective: | gained a deeper understanding of France, not as a tourist on a short stay,
but from the perspective of genuinely living here.

3. Enhanced Independence and Resilience: My self-reliance and ability to cope with solitude significantly
improved.

4. Appreciation for Opportunities: | learned to cherish the opportunities here and the encounters with every
friend.

5. French Language Acquisition: | acquired conversational French skills, enabling me to order food and engage
in basic dialogue.

Challenges Faced: Initially, a persistent issue was the delayed arrival of my student monthly pass. Repeated inquiries
at local stations were fruitless, and it took several trips to larger stations to finally obtain the card, which could
seemingly be printed instantly on site. Another struggle was a large, unidentified blister on my hand, causing
debilitating pain. Unfamiliar with the local healthcare system, | relied on French friends who helped me book an
appointment and navigate the health insurance reimbursement process.

The most significant cultural shock was the pervasive inconvenience: most shops close by 8 PM, and administrative
efficiency is slow and unpredictable. My student visa extension and housing subsidy applications, for instance,
showed no online progress and were granted via sudden, last-minute notifications. While other students faced
months of delays or meager subsidies, | was fortunate to receive mine. To cope with limited evening activities, |
developed new habits like reading, gaming, and exercising.

My biggest personal transformation, ironically, isn't a clear "improvement." My courage has diminished compared to
my time in Taiwan. Due to the language barrier, | instinctively avoid situations requiring French communication,
sometimes over-relying on English-speaking friends. This has chipped away at my problem-solving confidence; in
Taiwan, | could handle anything independently, but here, with more obstacles, I've felt somewhat lost. However, I'm
slowly learning not to rush, as impatience is futile, and I've gained considerable patience for everything. I've also
learned not to dwell on imperfections, finding gratitude for what | have.

Despite the challenges, my overall experience has been fortunate and exciting. | faced no unsafe situations and
received all my applications. Living in Europe through a university exchange is incredibly cost-effective, with
affordable student housing and numerous benefits. I've gradually discovered more about myself through this
process. | highly recommend anyone with the opportunity to experience life abroad; while undoubtedly difficult, it's

a rare and invaluable journey in a long lifetime!
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