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Portland State University offers a wide range of majors, courses, and abundant extracurricular
activities, such as clubs, sports teams, and various student organizations. Situated in downtown
Portland, it's conveniently surrounded by stores, restaurants, and recreational areas, making it an ideal

choice for exchange students unsure of where to go.

During my exchange program, | explored a variety of classes aligned with my interests, including
drawing, painting, film photography and development, video art from the art department; game
design, narrative illustrations from the design department; and finally, comics writing from the English
department. These classes emphasized hands-on production, allowing me not only to acquire practical
art skills and enrich my portfolio but also to learn from the works, ideas, and creative processes from

my classmates.

| particularly enjoyed the art department classes. Professors at PSU actively encouraged students to
voice their opinions and provide feedback on each other's work. While | sharpened my ability to
express the thoughts and emotions | wanted to convey through my work, | also benefited greatly from
diverse feedback from the classmates. It was enlightening to see how individuals from different
cultural backgrounds interpreted the same drawing or photo in unique ways. This exchange of

perspectives greatly expanded my creative ideas and methods.

PSU also offers a wide array of extracurricular activities. Every week, there are numerous events to
participate in, such as coffee hours hosted by international student organizations, outdoor programs,
movie nights, and various holiday celebrations. These activities provided abundant opportunities to
connect with the locals and people from around the world, stimulating cultural exchange and greater

social life.

Reflecting on the benefits of my exchange program, a few points stand out. Firstly, my English
proficiency, especially in speaking, improved significantly through class discussions and social
interactions. | now feel more confident and articulate in expressing my thoughts and opinions.
Secondly, the program enhanced my professional skills. While my major at NSYSU is Foreign
Languages and Literatures, the comics writing course at PSU, along with other art production classes
that included writing components, offered a fresh perspective. Unlike the exam-focused English

writing | was accustomed to in Taiwan, | learned more natural, everyday language that | could use for



storytelling.

But perhaps the most significant takeaway from this experience is the way it broadened my horizons. It
might sound like a cliché, but the truth is that studying abroad gave me a new perspective on the
world. | heard immigrants talk about their stories and struggles, witnessed social activism, people
taking to the streets to fight for justice, and saw my classmates express their identities and thoughts
through their art. They have made me more aware of global issues and inspired me to reflect on the
values | was raised with, questioning whether they are truly right or just one way of seeing things. The
world is so much larger and more complex than | had ever imagined, full of perspectives | had never
considered. This experience taught me to approach life with humility, to remain open to everything the
world has to offer, and to avoid making quick judgments. These are lessons that go far beyond what
you can learn from a brief visit as a tourist, and they represent the most meaningful part of my year

abroad.



