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University Overview

Hradec Kralové, located about 1.5-2 hours by train from Prague, is home to the University of Hradec
Kralové (UHK). The university offers a variety of faculties, including Informatics and Management,
Education, Science, and Philosophy. While the main campus is easily accessible, some offices are
located near the old town, requiring extra planning for visits, such as claiming dormitory subsidies.
Though I was assigned to the Faculty of Informatics and Management as an exchange student, cross-
faculty course enrollment was available. The faculty offers diverse courses, from marketing and

accounting to language and IT-related subjects, making it ideal for fulfilling credit requirements.

Academic Experience

I enrolled in four courses, each offering unique learning experiences:

1. Business English

This popular course focused on workplace English and TOEIC-related skills. Weekly assignments were

reviewed in class, and the final grade depended entirely on a written exam.

2. Project Management(Most Beneficial Course)
Initially theory-heavy, this course soon shifted to practical exercises like project scheduling and ROI
calculations. Weekly individual assignments reinforced the lessons, and the final exam covered

calculations, which were well-prepared in advance.

3. Czech Language for Foreigners
Despite some scheduling adjustments, the course was enjoyable due to the teacher's approachable style.
Assessments included written and oral exams, with creative tasks like presenting Taiwanese culture in

Czech.

4. Sports (Skiing)
Although highly recommended by seniors, I found it challenging due to harsh conditions, intense

physical activities, and a lack of hot showers in freezing weather.

Living Abroad

Food: Cooking was cost-effective, with nearby supermarkets like Tesco offering discounts through
apps and ISIC card benefits.

Clothing: Layered outfits sufficed, and winter essentials were affordable at local stores.
Accommodation: The dormitory was decent, with shared facilities and an option to host guests in the A
Block.

Transportation: Public transport was affordable and efficient, with options for monthly passes or single

tickets.



Key Benefits

1. Broader Horizons

This exchange provided insights into European culture and lifestyle, contrasting my previous
experience in Korea. While Europe offered scenic beauty and work-life balance, I realized my heart
remains in Taiwan, with its convenience and warmth.

2. Overseas Living Skills

The exchange highlighted challenges such as cultural differences and adapting to new environments,
reinforcing my preference for living in Taiwan.

3. Graduation Requirement

Completing the exchange fulfilled an essential academic milestone.

Reflections and Suggestions

The experience taught me valuable lessons, such as budgeting and planning. Despite limited travel, I
visited seven countries and nine cities, creating cherished memories. My most significant personal
growth was developing a passion for cooking—a newfound hobby that enriched my life.

For prospective exchange students, careful financial planning and securing internships or
scholarships can make the experience affordable. Capture memories through photos and meaningful

souvenirs; these moments will remain treasures for years to come.



