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My Exchange Experience at Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore

| was fortunate to spend a semester as an exchange student at Nanyang
Technological University (NTU), one of the top universities globally, consistently
ranked within the top 30 in QS World Rankings. My primary motivation for applying
was to experience life at a world-class university and to learn from its academic and
cultural environment. Many Taiwanese exchange students | met shared similar

motivations, drawn by NTU’s strong international reputation.

Academic Experience

The application process for NTU was relatively smooth, with the university’s
International Office providing timely responses to queries. As a graduate student,
course selection was limited to certain faculties, excluding the Business School, and |
could only choose from a predefined course list. Despite these constraints, the
faculty and administrative staff were incredibly supportive, always willing to assist

beyond expectations.



| enrolled in two courses during my exchange: Introduction to Chemical Materials
and Shipping Management. The former was a pre-recorded online course
supplemented with weekly Q&A sessions, while the latter was delivered by two
industry experts who enriched the content with real-world examples. The Shipping
Management course, in particular, left a lasting impression due to its practical
approach and insightful assessments, which emphasized understanding rather than

rote memorization.

Campus and Social Life

NTU offers a vibrant campus life, with numerous events organized by the
International Office and student clubs. While international students can interact with
local students through these events, deeper connections often happen through
active participation in campus clubs. | joined the dormitory track and relay club,
which introduced me to local students and gave me insights into Singaporean
culture, education, and social dynamics. NTU's strong club culture is something |

highly recommend future exchange students to explore.

Key Benefits of the Exchange

Broadened Perspectives

Living in a different country allowed me to witness diverse lifestyles and worldviews.
For example, | met a Chinese exchange student from Shanghai Jiao Tong University
who was inspired by the flexibility of academic and career paths she observed in
Singapore. Experiences like these helped me develop a more open-minded

perspective.

Enhanced Language Proficiency

Being in an English-speaking country significantly improved my language skills,
particularly in academic contexts. From lectures to daily conversations, the
immersion greatly enhanced my confidence in using English for both formal and

informal communication.

Reflections and Suggestions

For those considering an exchange to Singapore, a few practical tips:

Travel and Shopping: New Johor Bahru (Malaysia) is just a bus ride away, offering
affordable shopping and dining options. Many locals and exchange students

frequently visit for a cultural and financial contrast.



Banking and Connectivity: Setting up a DBS account in Taiwan before departure and
opting for prepaid SIM cards with roaming features can make daily life more
convenient.

Climate and Accommodation: Singapore’s tropical weather is warm year-round but
generally tolerable. Some dorms don’t have air conditioning, so be prepared to
adapt.

Overall, my exchange at NTU was an invaluable and transformative experience. It not
only broadened my academic and cultural horizons but also enriched my
understanding of global perspectives. | encourage future students to embrace this

opportunity and create their own unforgettable memories.



