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In the fall semester of 2023, I went to the University of Mannheim to be a one-semester exchange student.
The University of Mannheim is a public research university in Mannheim, Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany.
The university's campus is located in the city center of Mannheim and its main campus is the Mannheim
Palace.

According to the courses I took, I would say the requirements are relatively strict compared to Taiwanese
universities. Furthermore, most courses take a high portion of the final exam (often 100%), which infers
that performing well in the final exam is the only way to get a higher final score.

Except for in-campus life, I also enjoyed my journey around Europe. During the semester, I went to 10
countries for traveling. Since it was my first time in Europe, everything was new for me, and I was also
surprised that the view could differ between European countries (I know it sounds ridiculous, but that’s
what I thought then.)

After a semester of exchange, I've not only gained a deeper understanding of Europe but also rediscovered
my hometown, Taiwan. I used to think the grass was greener on the other side, but after returning home
from Germany, I've realized that Taiwan also boasts many wonderful aspects. Aside from the cuisine,
having abundant sunshine throughout the seasons is truly remarkable. Before embarking on this exchange,
I aspired to explore more possibilities. Indeed, through studying, traveling, and daily life, I've endeavored
to take small steps every day, shedding preconceptions and embracing an open-minded approach to
understanding and appreciating the beauty of the world on the other side. Whether good or bad, I've
embraced it all. "Getting to know others helps us understand ourselves better" - this has been the most
rewarding and surprising lesson I've learned during the exchange.

Furthermore, I'm immensely grateful for everyone I've met during the past six months, especially fellow
exchange students from Taiwan. During the summer break, we traveled together almost every day. When
facing challenges in life, everyone was willing to help each other. We would gather for meals and
genuinely care for one another. Meeting these warm and cute people and supporting each other in a foreign
land are part of the most precious things I've gotten during the exchange period.



