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Introduction of the School

Ghent University was founded in 1817, is located in Ghent, the capital of East Flanders, Belgium, the
university campus is scattered in all corners of the city, rich in cultural and historical heritage, is the
world's leading top 100 universities. Software World University Academic Ranking 74th (ARWU2022), is
the 12-year cicada Belgian academic ranking of the first comprehensive research university! (Reprinted
2022 Ghent University Student Handbook from Ghent Chinese Students and Scholars Association).

Ghent University has a main campus in Ghent, a campus in Kortrijk, a science park in Ostend and a global
campus in Korea. There is a strong exchange culture on campus, and many exchange students from
different states come to Ghent University every semester. Therefore, there are plenty of seminars and
activities for international exchange students organized by both the university and the students.

Study Abroad Program (In-class)

1 MEDIA: This course is a Master of Arts in Oriental Languages program. The course format is for
students to report twice on the progress of their topic and thesis, and at the end of the semester, they have
to submit two 4,000-word reports in Chinese plus a final summary. The professor will give the research
topic at the beginning of the semester and arrange the weekly reports for each student. The professor will
give advice on the progress and ask students to give suggestions on the topic. The two professors in the
class explained that they majored in Chinese, so the presentations were given in Chinese, but
communication with the professors was mainly in English. This course is recommended for students from
liberal arts backgrounds who wish to refine their research methodology and thesis writing, and who are
interested in the topics covered in this course.

"} Buddhism: Lectures are given by professors. At the beginning of the semester, the entire semester is
planned in the online university (weekly class contents and professors), and scholars from related fields are
invited to give lectures at the school. Final exams are mainly oral. One teacher accepts non-native English
speaking exchange students and allows them to answer part of the exam in Chinese, while the other does
not. The content of the oral exams differed between the two teachers, with one focusing on the content of
the course lectures and the other on the assigned readings. The two teachers' oral exams are different, one
focusing on the content of the course lectures and the other on the assigned reading texts. This course is
recommended for students who have a basic understanding of Buddhism, who want to learn more about
Buddhism, and who are able to efficiently organize their reading of the assigned texts.

"] British and American Cultures: Lecture by professors. One professor is in charge of the UK and the
other is in charge of the US (the TMI professor's accent is a mixture of many countries, so it sounds very
difficult for me to understand when I am used to an American accent). The course is quite similar to the
General Studies course at Sun Yat-sen University, and many students choose this course. If you are
interested in British and American culture, geography, historical development or want to study more, this
course is recommended. One of the teachers has assigned the main textbook for the course, which must be
purchased on your own. Although the content is very similar to a high school geography and history class,
the final written exam is not very easy. Many of the terms that I had memorized in the past were changed
into English and I was caught off-guard. The teacher's rating is not very high, so you can check it out.

1 Sexual Philosophy: A very intellectual course. The Korean exchange student I met majored in
Philosophy. He took it very seriously. The professor's English pronunciation is more understandable than
that of one of the professors in the English/American program. The professor likes to interact with the
students and Ikeda students are very good at asking questions and even starting debates in the classroom.
Although the name of the course is similar to Sun Yat-sen University's Sex and Life liberal arts program,
the instructor's specialty is different. However, the teacher's specialty is different, and the text mentioned in
this class is very profound. The teacher said that it was quite difficult for me to stop the class as a non-
philosophy major. A lot of the vocabulary was beyond my understanding, so I had to look it up myself



after the class. However, this professor is very sweet, as long as you are willing to answer the written exam
at the end of the semester, basically as long as you don't go off on a tangent, the teacher will give you a
passing grade. For those who want to understand more about how Western views on sexuality have
evolved or who like to discuss and interact with their classmates, this is the course to take.

Study Abroad Life Learning (Extracurricular)

The school organizes many activities for exchange students, such as free boat trips and Belgian french
fries, and at the beginning of the semester even invites exchange students to local bars to chat and
exchange information with local students. There are even classes for exchange students to help them
understand how the culture of Ghent and even Belgium came to be, as well as outdoor classes where
students go to a dessert school to try their hand at making Belgian muftins. These extracurricular activities
not only helped me to understand more about the local culture, but also allowed me to have more
exchanges with the local students.

In Europe, I feel that it is a blessing to be able to come into contact with the cultural and artistic heritage of
the country. During my time in Europe, I was able to see a variety of paintings that I had seen in history
textbooks and on the Internet, as well as visit historical buildings in various countries and participate in
local guided tours, local festivals, ballets, and other arts and cultural activities that are not the mainstream
of Taiwanese society. It was a good deal to be a student and not a tourist in Europe! In addition, I think
there are many things that can be observed outside of school that are different from the way the Chinese
community in Taiwan understands things. For example, transportation planning, integration of music and
art into life, socialization patterns, and so on. The reason why I say this is because I have friends who
majored in art in Europe, and when I walked around the museum with my friends while looking at the
paintings and listening to their introductions, I really felt that my soul and sense of aesthetics were
sublimated. The amount of art resources and historical buildings in Europe is really touching. Observing
and participating in how they preserve and promote these accumulated cultural treasures, reflecting on how
Taiwan can learn from them, and how to find Taiwan's unique cultural treasures and mold them into an
international impression of Taiwan was one of the things I observed during my exchange.

Another non-curricular knowledge that I learned a lot about was how to live a good life. It was the first
time I left my hometown to go to a culturally different country, and the process of applying for a visa,
preparing my luggage, adapting to life after my actual arrival, and traveling around Europe were all really
meaningful learning experiences.

Specific Benefits of the Study

1 Diversity of perspectives and reflection on oneself

From the classroom and extracurricular exchanges, we have learned not only about Belgium, but also
about the perspectives of other European countries. Each country has different styles of working and
problem solving, but by drawing on all of them, reflecting on our own experiences, we have been able to
develop our own unique perspectives and creative ways of solving problems.

] Problem solving ability up!

Stepping out of your comfort zone is the first step to growth. Living in Europe means that you have to deal
with things on your own. During the process, you have to actively search for relevant resources,
communicate with peers and staff, all of which will become intangible nutrients. Trying to accomplish
challenges more often will give you more confidence and the courage to challenge yourself as you
accumulate experience.

] Improve language and social skills

Understand that language is the most basic tool for entering the cultural world. In Europe, I was able to
express myself comfortably in English. Although my level of proficiency was not outstanding, I gained the
courage to express myself by interacting with local people, and it also inspired me to improve my foreign
language skills. Talking to local students or strangers on the road is one of the best things about living
abroad. A good conversation becomes a good memory for each other and a motivation for the next time
you talk to someone else.

Thoughts and Suggestions
I believe that the six months I spent in Belgium will be a memory that I will admire when I talk about it
with my friends as I grow old. In these six months, although my emotions fluctuated due to my anxious



family and family matters in Taiwan, and even the dormitory jumping incident that shook me and made me
depressed for a long time, I have lived in Europe and seen a lot of places. However, the places I lived, the
landscapes I saw, and the people I met in Europe made me more aware of my likes and dislikes and
capabilities, and became a source of motivation for me to be more curious and passionate about life. For
better or for worse, these things have made me who I am now.

I truly recommend that if you have the slightest desire to exchange, don't hesitate to apply if you have the
ability to do so! Don't let yourself think about this exchange opportunity in the future but miss it because
of your timidity. Let exchange be a valuable experience in your life or a stepping stone to study abroad!





