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<School Intro>

Temple University, located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on the east coast of the United States, is a
research university with seventeen schools and colleges, including the School of Business, School of Law,
School of Medicine, and School of Pharmacy. The university encourages students to take a diverse range
of courses. Unlike a typical college town, Temple University's campus is more integrated into the city's
streets, offering convenient access. Located next to the main thoroughfare, N Broad Street, the campus is
adjacent to subway and bus stops, making it about a 15-minute commute to downtown. Due to the school's
emphasis on internationalization, the international office is highly developed, hosting numerous exchange
students from around the world each year. They provide a variety of resources and activities to help
students integrate into campus life, making it a very welcoming school for international students.

<Courses>
During my semester at Temple University, [ took four courses: Introduction to Marketing, Leadership and
Organizational Management, Introduction to Jewelry, and Philadelphia Sketchbook.

Introduction to Marketing was taught by Jan Gera, a lively and humorous media marketing professional.
Rather than focusing on textbook theories, the instructor shared real-world marketing cases in each class,
such as last year's Barbie movie and Major League Baseball. Through class discussions and assignments,
we gained deeper insights and ideas about marketing. Although this course required 1-2 reports almost
every week and the instructor expected us to submit them in an engaging format, as if they were marketing
proposals, it helped me quickly understand various aspects of American culture. The instructor even
adjusted the course content based on current events, like when Coca-Cola released a new flavor. He
brought the product to class for us to study, making it a highly popular course among students.

Leadership and Organizational Management, taught by Professor Park Junghwan, overlapped significantly
with management and strategic management in the first half. For business school students, this course was
relatively manageable. There were four exams and four assignments throughout the semester. Although the
workload was not extensive, the assignments required considerable time for research and analysis,
highlighting the high academic standards of Temple's business school.

Introduction to Jewelry, led by Professor Adam Atkinson, was held in a dedicated jewelry studio at Tyler
School. Each student could borrow all the tools needed to complete their projects. I produced three pieces
throughout the semester: an acrylic metal badge, a ring, and a bracelet. Initially, I found the instructor's
project descriptions vague and was unsure what to create. Once, my design was deemed too simple, and I
was encouraged to add more personal elements. However, Adam was supportive of student creativity and
imagination. He was always willing to discuss ideas and offer guidance on how to execute them, even
teaching techniques not covered in class. Despite his high expectations and requirement for students to
spend at least an extra hour in the studio each week, this course provided valuable skills beyond jewelry
making.

Philadelphia Sketchbook was a course that involved sketching various Philadelphia landmarks. My
professor, Sarah Roche, who also works at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, guided us through the city.
Although transportation and admission fees were a minor expense for some, I highly recommend this
course to exchange students. It offered a unique way to explore Philadelphia's attractions during class time.
We usually gathered at a landmark before dispersing to our chosen spots to sketch. Mid-term and final
presentations allowed us to share and discuss our work. Although I initially worried about my drawing
skills, Sarah's positive feedback and suggestions encouraged me to continue sketching even after returning
home.

Course content can vary depending on the instructor, and the course selection system doesn't show syllabi



until after enrollment. I recommend using the website Rate My Professors to view past student reviews,
making course selection easier.

<Extracurricular Learning>

Temple University frequently organizes various activities, such as the international coffee hour hosted by
the international office each month. These events, including welcome parties and graduation ceremonies,
provide opportunities to learn about different cultures and countries while making friends from around the
world.

Additionally, studying abroad requires self-reliance: cooking, planning trips, and solving problems
independently. During this semester, I not only improved my cooking skills but also visited New York,
Boston, Washington D.C., Orlando, and San Francisco. Each city has its unique charm, making them worth
exploring and experiencing.

<Specific Benefits>

1. Improved language proficiency, gaining more confidence in speaking.

2. Enhanced business management knowledge, comparing teaching methods between countries.
3. Greater understanding and learning of different cultures.

4. Broadened international perspective.

5. Increased confidence in conversing and interacting with strangers.

<Reflections and Insights>

Despite initial hesitation and concerns about traveling to the United States alone, I now tell everyone that
this experience was incredibly worthwhile. I had the opportunity to truly experience American life beyond
tourism, appreciating the more equal and interactive relationship between teachers and students in the
American education system. Although the coursework was demanding, with a three-credit course requiring
three hours of instruction and an additional six hours for review and assignments, the resources offered by
the school were invaluable. The success center provided weekly language tutoring, the gym offered free
access and various group classes, and there were numerous events like Valentine’s Day and Easter
celebrations, stress-relief parties, and Broadway shows.

Participating in an exchange program allowed me to pay my home university's tuition while taking courses
abroad. Since I had completed my required credits, I chose unique courses unrelated to my major, such as
jewelry making and sketching. My friends also took courses like pickleball, fencing, and music editing,
which are less accessible in Taiwan. We all felt that these experiences were enriching, not just for fun.

During the semester, I also visited many cities during spring break and weekends, trying local foods and
immersing myself in American culture. This broadened my international perspective and taught me to
embrace different cultures. I regret not staying for more than one semester!



