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To be honest, before applying to Utrecht University I had never heard of it. However, when I looked it up, I started
to feel motivated not only because of the breathtaking views of the campus but also by the introductions and

positive feedback from those who have studied or are currently studying in Utrecht.

The campuses are scattered around Utrecht City and have blended in fairly well, in contrast to the majority of
Taiwanese universities. At first, I thought that this might be a problem when moving around the campus, but this
turned out not to be the case thanks to the convenient public transport in Utrecht. Since the Netherlands is the
country of biking, almost everyone has their own bike to get around the city. Even for exchange students, it’s easy
to just get a subscription or buy a bike. Biking will gradually become a significant part of life without one even
noticing it, which is also one thing that most Taiwanese students might need to get used to. Furthermore, Utrecht is
located in the center of the Netherlands with the biggest train station in the country, which means that it’s easy to
travel to different places. It is a fascinating city with the elegant atmosphere of a traditional Dutch town and the

lively vibe of a modern city.




Utrecht University provides various events that help international students explore their new environment and
connect with others, such as a Welcome Week during the very first week of arrival. There’s also a student
association called BuddyGoDutch, which is dedicated to connecting international and Dutch students. It is run as a

non-profit organization by students for students to foster friendships and cultural exchange.

All these opportunities made it much easier and faster for me to settle into life in Utrecht. One thing that should be
taken into consideration is that finding accommodation in the Netherlands can be quite challenging. It’s fairly
common for some students to live in another Dutch city and commute daily to the university by public transport,
which can be both inconvenient and expensive. Utrecht University offers several housing platforms, the most
accessible being SSH, the largest student housing foundation for both Dutch and international students. However, it

is not guaranteed to get a place to stay, even when applying through these platforms.

Taking courses is also an interesting experience in the Netherlands. Unlike universities in Taiwan, Utrecht
University’s academic year is divided into two semesters, each further divided into two periods or blocks. This
means that students have to be prepared for courses within a much shorter timeframe. Another big difference is that
courses in the Netherlands usually include tutorials, which may feel unfamiliar to Taiwanese students, as they often
require expressing one’s ideas and perspectives openly. It is highly encouraged to speak up during class and engage
in discussions with peers or lecturers. This kind of interactive teaching style allows students to actively participate

in lessons, which helps develop a deeper and more thorough understanding of the material.

I highly recommend that anyone eager to step out of their comfort zone and experience Dutch life should consider
studying at Utrecht University. | have enjoyed every moment in Utrecht, and I didn’t encounter any major
difficulties. Most challenges can be managed as long as you have the courage to express your feelings and

thoughts. This is something to keep in mind and one of the most valuable lessons I’ve learned.

Besides schoolwork, I spent most of my time with the friends I made here. Whether it was having nights out and
biking home together, enjoying a relaxed day by the canals, or traveling, these moments made me feel truly
connected to people. I cherish all the time I spent here. You know the experience was meaningful when leaving

feels incredibly difficult—exactly how I felt when it was time to go.
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