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The University of Mannheim, often referred to as the "Harvard of Germany," is
renowned for its excellent business school. The campus is situated in the historic
Mannheim Palace, one of the largest Baroque palaces in Europe, providing students
with a unique and elegant learning environment. The university offers a wide variety

of courses in English for exchange students from around the world.

The streets of Mannheim are laid out in a grid pattern, with houses and streets neatly
divided by letters and numbers. The grid expands from Mannheim Palace (Schloss) as
the center, with numbers extending to the left and right and letters extending

downward. The semicircular city center uses a combination of letters and numbers;



for example, the shopping mall Galeria is located at P1, and the university gym is at
D2. This unique street system is very friendly to exchange students new to the city,

allowing them to quickly determine locations based on addresses.

This semester, I took a total of three courses: "ACC 676 Case Studies on Consulting
in Financial Services Firms," "IS 629 Agile Software Product Management and
Design," and "A1.2 Allgemeiner Sprachkurs Deutsch." Among these, the course I
most recommend is Case Studies on Consulting in Financial Services Firms. This
course, jointly offered by KPMG and the University of Mannheim, involves financial
case studies done in groups of 3-4 students, with industry mentors providing online
coaching sessions to discuss challenges encountered in the case work. From market
analysis, business models, and profit and loss structures to regulations and risks,
group members need to play different roles within the consulting industry, understand
client needs, and offer solutions. Although mentors provide assistance, the course is
not lecture-based, so it primarily relies on group discussion and collaboration. The
time and effort required far exceed the 4 ECTS credits, but I highly recommend it to
students interested in consulting. By the end of the semester, students will have a

better understanding of the structure of consulting reports.

During my free time, I participated in many activities organized by ESN and attended
various sports courses offered by the university. ESN is an international student
organization that helps international students integrate into local life. One of ESN’s
most famous activities is the International Dinner, where participants prepare
representative dishes from their home countries for everyone to enjoy. The event is
like a small international food expo, with tables displaying homemade food under the
flags of different countries. Sharing Taiwanese cuisine with students from around the

world was a highly rewarding experience!

The University of Mannheim has an Institution for Sport, offering a wide variety of
sports courses for students to choose from, including ball games, yoga, dance, boxing,
hiking, competitive cheerleading, and more—almost any sport you can think of, and
even some you might not expect! The extensive sports courses were one of the
reasons I chose Mannheim as my first choice for exchange. The actual experience has
been fantastic, with some courses even held outdoors in good weather. These sports

classes are also a great way to meet new friends.

Having an exchange semester abroad trained my life skills and developed my ability
to solve problems independently. Additionally, through taking domain knowledge

courses, I have improved my communication and teamwork skills. Constantly



interacting with other students in English has greatly helped improve my language

skills, and now I can effectively express my views in English and feel more confident.

I am very grateful to NSYSU for having such a rich network of sister schools and for
the international office’s active encouragement for students to study abroad. Although
this exchange was only for one semester, I took courses in subjects I am interested in,
traveled to various European countries, made friends from all over the world, and
gained a deeper understanding of German culture. These five months were both

fulfilling and liberating and will definitely become a very precious memory in my life.



