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Universitat zu Koln was established in the year 1388, the fourth university to be established in Germany. It
is now one of the largest universities in Germany, with more than 50,000 students.

One of the key aspects of academic life at Universitat zu Koéln is the flexibility in course selection.
Students are guided by a module system where a single module may include multiple lectures, seminars,
and practical exercise sessions (Ubung), allowing students to alter study patterns according to their
preferred workload and academic interests. This system provided me with a sense of autonomy and
allowed me to explore various subjects.

Beyond academics, the Erasmus Student Network (ESN) KéIn plays a significant role in social life. They
organize numerous events, which | highly recommend attending. These activities are excellent
opportunities to meet other international students and create lasting friendships. Through these events, |
connected with people from all over the world and significantly improved my German language skills,
particularly in speaking and listening.

Living in Cologne(KdIn) offers significant geographical advantages, especially for those who plan to travel
often. One of the key benefits is the proximity of Cologne/Bonn Airport, which serves both regular and
budget airlines. This makes it convenient and affordable to travel across Europe and the UK. Whether
you're planning a quick weekend getaway or a longer trip, the variety of flight options ensures flexibility
and accessibility. The only thing that needs to be taken into consideration is the operation time of U-bahn
and S-bahn, | wouldn’t recommend booking flights that arrive near midnight.

Cologne's location is also strategically advantageous, as it is near the borders of Luxembourg, Belgium,
and the Netherlands. This means that within just a few hours by train, you can explore multiple cities and
attractions in neighboring countries; therefore, weekend trips to cities like Brussels, Amsterdam, or
Luxembourg City are popular and easily manageable. On the other hand, the semester fee of Universitat
zu Kdln includes a semester ticket for unlimited access to regional transportation nationwide (except for
ICE and IC trains) during one’s time as an exchange student. Previously, this was limited to North
Rhine-Westphalia (NRW), but starting this semester, it has been upgraded to the equivalent of
Deutschlandticket free of extra charge. Furthermore, Cologne's well-connected rail network enhances the
ease of travel, making it a hub for exploring Western Europe. The geographical location of Cologne not
only enriches the travel experience but also provides opportunities for spontaneous adventures, making it
an ideal base for living.

Living in K&In also taught me valuable life skills. Given that eating out can be expensive, learning to cook
became essential. Additionally, | learned to navigate daily tasks, such as scheduling appointments for
repairs and handling other errands, which are often different from what I'm accustomed to.




Choosing Kéln for my exchange program was a rewarding decision. While the city has its imperfections,
my time here has been enriching both academically and personally. | have learned as much from my
studies as | have from social experiences in bars and while traveling.




