The University of Ottawa (Uottawa) is the largest bilingual (English-French) in the world. Located in the
heart of Canada’s capital and facing Quebec, it has ready access to the great institutions of all nations. The
school is surrounded by rich sources, including parks, markets, stations and stadiums at convenient spots for the
students to use, and various events were often held for students to build connections with each other. For this
semester, | was registered in 3 courses instead of 4, this is caused by an error in the course selecting system and |
have hence been granted permission to take only 3. The courses are Creative Writing, Second Language

Teaching and Intermediate French.

Starting from Creative Writing, me and the other students were required to produce actual literary works
such as prose, poetries and memoir in this course. The Professor and the Teaching Assistant will provide content
about developing a story, building a context and other factors (cadence, word use, grammars..., etc.) Peer review
is common and expected in this course, most of the time they are the main source of your making and improving
of drafts, the professor and the TA will not comment much on your work until it's turned in. Moving on, course
Second Language Teaching concludes multiple aspects affiliated with the field of Language Teaching. Those
fundamentals are pedagogy, second language acquisition, strategies and exercise examples, peer/teacher
relationship..., etc. And apart from the ordinary basis of this study, many of the modern problems were brought
up and carefully discussed. Such as, SLIFE (Student with Limited or Interrupted Formal Education), cultural
responsiveness, social variables and cultural contexts, student accommodation (esp. refuged students). With the
long lasting values added with novel ideas in language teaching, | have gained a deep insight in this field and
was abled to access more advanced information and opportunities. Outside classes, I picked up Uottawa’s
skating lesson to work on my skating skills. The basic gears cost around 110 Canadian dollars and the tuition’s
around 120 dollars. Through the weekly classes, I learnt how to do side stop, plow stop, how to skate backward

and others.

Overall, here are what | have learnt that has significant merits to my career development. First of all,

having taken the course Second Language Teaching, I have acquired the fundamentals of this field which have



served as the crucial piece that was missing from the passway to my professional career in language education,
and allowed me to conduct further research and studies. Second of all, studying at the world's largest bilingual
university, | have improved my French proficiency greatly through interesting course contents, peer interactions
and perfectly designed exercises and assessments. Summing up, through my exchange to the University of
Ottawa, | have gained valuable knowledge in fields and subjects that are critical to my future career as a second
language teacher, practiced multiple academic skills indispensable to pursue an M.A. degree and had a great time

enjoying Canada’s good nature that will forever exist as a part of me.
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