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Ever since high school, I’ve always dreamed of going on a student exchange abroad. Maybe it’s because my
mom once went on a study trip to the UK for over two months before she started working after university,
and she even traveled around Europe freely with her classmates—something quite rare at that time.
Listening to her stories about her youth abroad really made me long for the experience of living overseas.
I’ve also always been drawn to Western culture and genuinely enjoy learning English, which made me even
more certain that going on an exchange would be something I had to do at least once in my life. To me,
traveling as a tourist and living in a new environment as a student—studying, adjusting to daily life, meeting

local classmates and roommates—are two completely different experiences.

That’s why, even before starting my master’s program, I looked into the exchange opportunities at National
Sun Yat-sen University. I was thrilled to find out that there were many spots available each year. I feel
incredibly lucky to have been able to go abroad during my third year of the master's program—it felt like
the perfect timing. After 24 years as a student, I saw this as the best possible way to wrap up my academic
journey with a meaningful "gap year" before starting work. I applied to go to Germany, which was my top
choice on paper (though deep down, my heart was set on the UK—partly because of the language, and partly
because I’ve always dreamed of living in London haha). However, I found out that the only exchange option
for Chemistry master’s students in the UK was through a dual-degree program, which would be more
academically demanding. I wanted a more balanced experience between studying and traveling, so I didn’t

go for that option.

Germany, on the other hand, was still a country I really wanted to experience. There are many Taiwanese
people living there, the cost of living is more affordable compared to the UK, and most importantly,
Germans generally have excellent English skills. That meant I could still study and get by in daily life

without knowing German. So, my one-year journey in Freiburg, Germany, began!

In the first semester, I traveled a lot. I had enrolled in two undergraduate-level chemistry courses, which
were fairly easy for someone with my background. The professors didn’t take attendance and it wasn’t
graded, so I often took the chance to explore. I was also fortunate to receive the Baden-Wiirttemberg
Scholarship from the state government, which covered all my visa application fees. On top of that, the
monthly €800 stipend made my life in Europe much more comfortable. Unlike many other exchange
students who had to rely solely on their savings and budget tightly, I had a bit more financial flexibility
(though I still had to be careful—Europe isn’t cheap!). With the extra budget, I was able to travel to other
countries—some of them even more than once. Over the course of the year, I visited 28 countries in Europe!

I probably made it to most of the ones people can name off the top of their heads @

Before the second semester began, I returned to Taiwan for about two weeks, so I ended up buying round-
trip tickets (both were direct flights to Frankfurt). For the second semester, I took two graduate level
chemistry courses at Freiburg University, both related to biochemistry. The professors were kind, and the
classmates were friendly. Since I started going to class more regularly, I got to know my classmates better

and interacted with them more—which also led to me meeting my boyfriend from California, USA &) (Well,



I don’t speak German, and I’m not exactly into the more reserved German guys).

So over the past year, aside from studying and traveling, I also formed close friendships with a group of
amazing Asian friends from Korea, Japan, China, and Taiwan—and most importantly, I met a wonderful
American boyfriend whom I really, really love. This year has been an experience I’ll cherish for the rest of
my life—one of those memories I’ll smile about even when I’m old and looking back from my deathbed.



